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COVER Photograph shows postal workers strike 
m New York City. Pissed off... and proud! 
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NOTE Please note that the Brazilian articles 
m this packet were originally scheduled to appear 
in LNS #241. In that packet (#241), there is a 
letter from the Brazilians urging U.S. publications 
to publicize the plight of Brazilian political 
prisoners. There are some misleading page 
references in this section; please disregard them. 


THIS PACKET IS DATED MARCH 18, 1970. IT WAS COMPLETED IN THE 
EARLY MORNING HOURS OF MARCH 21, 1970. AT THAT TIME, WE HAD 
NO IDEA WHEN WE WOULD BE ABLE TO PLACE THE PACKETS IN THE HANDS 
OF THE U.S. MAIL -- OR WHERE WE WOULD DO IT -- AND WE ALSO HAVE 
NO IDEA WHEN YOU WILL ACTUALLY BE READING THESE WORDS, AND ALL 
THE OTHER WORDS (AND OTHER IMAGES) IN THIS PACKET. SOMETIME 
SOON, WE HOPE. WE GULP AND SAY, POWER TO THE PEOPLE! 

POWER TO THE POSTAL WORKERS!!! 
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FIRST POSTAL STRIKE IN U,S HISTORY 
PARALYZES THE NATION: 

"WE'LL STAY OUT AS LONG AS IT TAKES" 

NEW YORK (LNS) -- The sign on the billboard 
says, "ZIP CODES MOVE THE MAIL", but millions of 
Americans are beginning to understand that, in 
reality, PEOPLE MOVE THE MAIL -- mailmen. And 
those people are angry and they are out on strike-- 
the first Post Office strike m U.S, history 

People aren't getting their letters, checks 
are not getting delivered, mail order companies 
have been virtually closed and Wail Street may 
have to shut down.. In the commercial capital of 
the nation, the mail stopped moving on Wednesday, 
Mar 18. 

On the steps of the main post office in New 
York -- the largest single post office m the 
world -- post office workers gathered to talk, 
argue, listen and feel their power grow as the 
strike spread across the nation. It went first 
to neighboring New Jersey, through upstate New 
York, south to shut down Philadelphia's services, 
and moving on westward as post office employes 
across the nation rallied to the side of their 
brothers in New York. The chances of a complete 
nationwide mail stoppage were great, 

Why was New York the first city to go out? 
"I've been working 28 years for the Post 
Office, and I take home $115 a week -- a man can't 
support a family on that," 

++ "It takes you 25 years to reach maximum 
on this job [letter carrier] and then it's only 
$8,442. That's all you can get " 

"Most of the men have to hold down two or 
three jobs -- or there wives have to work " 

+ ■* "A guy in Squeedunk can live on my salary 
like a king, but here in New York I can't even pay 
my bills." 

In New York City, 3,000 Post Office employes 
-- out of a force of 43,000 workers -- get some 
welfare assistance in addition to their Post Of- 
fice salaries The vast majority of others hold 
down more than one job in order to meet their ex- 
penses , 

Anthony Camera, a mail carrier for 15 years, 
t akes home $6 f 200 a year -- before taxes He ha s 


figured his budget at "over $7,000" a year 
Therefore, he has been accumulating debts of at 
least $800 a year. Another mailman, James Troupe 
49, has worked as a letter carrier for nearly 23 
years. He is nearing the maximum salary, he takes 
home $8,200 a year to support a family of four. 

The Federal government estimates that it takes 
$li t 236 tc moderately support a family of four 
So Mr. Troupe keepts two other jobs --he is a 
pres ser fox a dry cleaner m the Bronx and a some- 
time car jockey for a motel. He does this so his 
wife can stay at home with their two school-age 
chi ldren . 

The mailman's problems don't end with salary 
One-third of ail letter carriers retire on disabili- 
ty. This is often the result of accidents and 
assaults encountered on their rounds, In New York 
many mailmen carry guns or lead pipes to protect 
themselves as they deliver mail, Then, imagine 
being a mail truck driver in New York City's traf- 
fic-glutted streets. 

"Driving is very bade You can't move during 
rush hours, and when there's snow, well, it's about 
impossible," reports Ernest Elder, a Manh a ttan 
mail truck driver 0 

Troubles don't end with retirement, either One 
elderly gentleman, standing outside the mam post 
office in support of the workers, explained that he 
still had to work for five years after his retire- 
ment in order to get enough Social Security to 
provide for his wife in case of his death Also, 
out of his meager pension and small income as a 
messenger for a law firm, he has to pay $33 a month 
for medical and hospital insurance The government 
pays $8 as its share. In most private corporations, 
the company pays for at least half -- and usually for 
all - - of this insurance - 

Adding to the burdens for workers m New York, 
the rising cost of living here has made it impos- 
sible for men with families to survive on Post Of- 
fice salaries -- while m other places it is possible 
to just "survive " 

When asked why a mailman takes the job and 
stays on, the retired worker explained: "Weil, 

the wife thinks it's security, you know -- a company 
can always go out of business but the post office 
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is always there." 

Then he added, with a smile, "But, if you’ve 
got nothing to show fox it after 30 years, who 
needs security 7 " 

This depression psychology is prevalent ln 
many of the older workers, and explains why it’s 
taken so long for the workers to move. But in 
New York, as in some other cities, there are also 
many young workers -- young, hip men and women 
looking for a way to earn some extra money, young 
black men not able to find any other jobs, A 
Post Office official explained that "while there 
are waiting lists for postal employment m other 
parts of the country, they c f n just walk in and 
take an examination here" m New York, 

These young people are the veterans of an age 
where security is not guaranteed even if you do 
have a steady job, an age where strikes among other 
government employes (teachers, firemen, police) 
have reaped real rewards. 

The Post Office workers have learned their 
lesson. Up until now they have had no recourse 
except to truck down to Washington every chance 
they get to beg from Congress and the President. 

For most mailmen* their fondest dream is to be 
in the same position as most industrial employes 
who can make demands of the corporation and, 
since it is a matter of bargaining, have some 
hope for a settlement. 

Working for the Post Office means that you 
are at the mercy of politicians. Most mailmen 
felt that politicians don’t give a damn about 
their problems, the workers are just beginning 
to see that the only thing politicians do give a 
damn about is power. And mail workers have be- 
gun to see that they have power, power to bring 
this country to a grinding halt, 

Nixon understands power too. He’s been 
shuttling the postal workers saiary increase 
around for a year and a half This salary bill, 
which should have been effective as of last 
October, would have given the postal workers a 
5.4% increase. Just recently, the president 
decided to tack on his little scheme tor making 
the Post Otfice a "semi -pr 1 v at e ^orp.. ration " 

Nixon now expects to force the mailmen., and their 
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union, to support the postal reorganization even 
though it is not clear that it is in their inter- 
est (to say nothing of the public’s interest) to 
do so. He has gone further and explained that 
he is reluctant to give the postal workers an in- 
crease because it is "inflationary." That seems to 
put the concept ot a living wage in the same 
category as education, welfare and other "infla- 
tionary" domestic priorities. 

The workers see themselves entering the arena 
of power politics. "Nixon dumped it [the salary 
bill] in Congress’s lap and Congress dumped it in 
Nixon's lap. Now, one of them has to do something 
about it," 

So New York went out first. And it went out 
completely. By Thursday. Mar, 19, the strike was 
100% effective. Among the strikers outside the 
main post office on 33rd Street, there was one 
thing missing -- leaders. The union "leaders" were 
not there, and they weren't missed either 0 It was 
clear that the men felt that they had moved 
ahead of the union. They were 100% out on strike 
while the union leadership continued to express 
desire for caution, for obedience to the law, for 
more time. The men feel that they’ve waited long 
enough . 

The union is clearly in a bind, because the 
"union could be crushed," as James Rademacher, 
president of the National Association of Letter 
Carriers explained. Rademacher earns $18,000 a 
year for his efforts. What he and his other union 
cronies see is that their pleasant existence as 
"labor leaders" might be threatened,, that they might 
lose their jobs if the strike is not crushed, Ra- 
demacher said he would not be party to destroying a 
union - - his union. 

But the letter carriers also see that a 
union isn't much good if it can’t make life better 
for them. It ail it can do is hand out fat 
salaries to the officers, then who needs it? So 
they called a strike -- without leaders -- and it 
is a sue ce s s , 

Axi sorts of threats have been levelled against 
the postal workers -- threats of jail sentences 
and fines loss of pensions and seniority. But 
for most or the strikers, the threats mean very 
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little. "They can’t put 40,000 of us m jail," 
explained one woman. 

The impact of the strike is difficult to 
gauge Nixon has made little comment, and Post- 
master General Blount said he would wait a while 
before considering the calling out of the Army 
and the National Guard to move the mail There 
has also been talk of del caring a public holiday 
which would place all business transactions and 
liabilities until the strike is over 

Government officials place a laige portion 
of their hope m the influence of the union over 
the strikers, But, as the strike spreads to more 
and more cities, it becomes clear that the men 
aren't listening to anything except real offers. 
They won’t go back until they get some settlement. 

As one veteran Post Office worker of 29 
years said, "I’ve never been on strike before, 
but we’ve been living on bread for years at home. 
We've got enough bread to last us until we win. 
I’ll stay out as long as it takes We won't go 



THE GOD SQUAD: HOFFMAN, NIXON AND GRAHAM 

WASHINGTON, D.C. [LNSj -* Theologians have 
given up disputing how many angels can dan^e on 
the head of a pin to speculate how mar-}' pinheads 
can pray to the angels. 

Julius Hoffman, an old hand at preying, 
joined Richard Nixon and Billy Graham for Sunday 
services at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue here Mar. IS 

So now the count is up to three. 

-30- 
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TEXAS QUAKERS IRK ARMY 
LIBERATION News Service 

SAN ANTONIO, Texas [LNSj -- At 4536 West 
Commerce Street in San Antonio's predominately 
Mexican -American West Side, there is an Army 
re c rui t mg office. 

The Other Recruiter -- an anti-wm informa- 
tion office set up by the American It i ends Service 
Committee -- has moved in next doer, at 15^1 West 
Commerce. The Other Recruiter., with a big a.ut 
symbol in the window, gives out peace literature 
and provides draft couns elling N|o y ^_c_ s h nw mg.^ _ 


at the pc c center include anti -war films as well 
as Pel ix Green's "Inside North Vietnam" and films 
on the grape strike 

The Army doesn't like The Other Recruiter and 
particularly doesn’t like having it right next door 
So the Army has begun a campaign of harrassment -- 
including pressure on the landlord -- to stop The 
Other Recruiter 

- -30 - - 

APRIL AC HONS PLANNED IN PITTSBURGH 
LIBERATION News Service 

PITTSBURGH (LNSj -- "Local Pittsburgh activists 
are focussing on Gulf, a corporation involved in 
war production, reaping its profits from the Third 
World and controlled by Mellons, the people who also 
hi ought you Pittsburgh " 

That's how a press release from the Steel City 
radicals laid out the central theme for political 
action m April 

The Pittsburghers have two main plans: 

♦+ A Resistance conference April 3-5 on the 
Carlow College Campus in Pittsburgh. Topics include 
Resistance [school, drug, war and draft, and corpora- 
tions, and Beyond Resistance [schools for the fall, 
■-oope i at i ves J 

An action at the April 28 Gulf Oil sharehold- 
ers meeting. 

Lor information, contact April Action Conference, 
3601 Boulevard of the Allies, Pittsburgh, Pa. 15213, 
phone 4 12 -621 -3337 , or Peace and Freedom Center, 618 
South Millvaie Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pa. 15224, phone 
412-362-9000 

- -30 -- 
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BOREDOM NO PROBLEM LOR SOME PHONE WORKERS 

BALTIMORE (LNS) -- Who says that work lor Ma Bell 
has to be alienating.'’ When things got boring for 
Stephen Blumenthal and other workers at the Baltimore 
telephone office, they would regularly listen in on 
lo^al con v ei sat ions 

"The plain, ^oid hard fact," Blumenthal told the 
Senate Judicial Proceedings Subcommittee, "is that 
in the boredom of the evening, some of the deskmen 
would lui in on the io^al chapter of SDb to see what’s 
happening " 

Blumenthal, a red-blooded 2 1 -year old college 
> indent, had other interests. "1 Jiked to monitor 
the whorehouses " 

B i ament ha 1 no longer works tor the telephone com- 
p«in> . but most ot his triends still do 

-30- 
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TYPIST 

You promised me a house! 

Or somebody promised 

Where is it? I am only a typist 

I brush off the clouds from the paper 

I am the typist 

and words travel through me 

Like minnows through water. 

In the cafeteria the secretaries munch lettuce 
A pear, some cheese. They don't need more 
They live on dreams 

They have planned vast kitchens in dreams 
Medieval labyrinths: spits, kettles 
And doorways leading into a wealth of larders.. 
Outsi de is all fog 

Children appear and vanish 
Mine, say the secretaries. 

Mine, say the men as they pass by the window. 
Fitted wool hips, widened eyes into which 
A man could leap, sleek small feet 
For the edge of my spine Mine. 

When the men watch closely 
They notice that the mouths of women 
Open and close, open and close 
Silently, like fish under water. 

But you are wearing earmuffs! the typists say 
and I am asking you: where is my house? 

Soon, they are answered ~ 

And the men continue to touch them 
With darting fingers, searching, 

As children search through stuffed chairs and c< 
For the coins lost deep inside them- 


custody a seventh has not been caught Garr^? 
was joined by Richard Hodge, R, Jay Engel, and 
Mike Kennedy., well-known movement lawyers who are 
also defending Los Siete. 

The preliminary hearing before Superior Court 
Judge Joseph Karesh focused on two defense de- 
mands, The defense asked that the entire jury 
panel be quashed because it was not representative 
of the community from which the seven youths came. 
There are no members of the Spanish speaking com- 
munity on the panel to be selected. The second de- 
mand was that the entire trial be conducted in 
Spanish „ 

The demand to quash the jury panel was first 
used in the case of Huey Newton, when Garry took 
the lead in putting movement political trials on 
the offensive. In defending Huey against the 
trumped-up charges of murdering an Oakland cop, 
Garry began by attacking the entire jury system 
under which Huey was to be tried Pointing to the 
constitutional rights of every citizen to be tried 
by a jury of peers, Garry insisted that a jury 
selected from the voter registration list -- 
^heavily weighted toward white middle-class mid- 
dle-aged people -- could not possibly be repre- 


--Elizabeth Fenton 

Boston Womens Liberation Newsletter/LNS 


sentatives of the community from which a poor, 
young, non-white person came , 


*★** **★********★•*★** *****■**★★**★★★*★ ****************** 

LOS SIETE TRIAL BEGINS 
by Karen Wald 
LIBERATION News Service 

SAN FRANCISCO (LNS) -- The trial of Los Siete 
de la Raza (Seven of our People) began in San 
Francisco on March 16 -- without Los Siete The 
prisoners had somehow gotten "misplaced" in San 
Quentin; San Francj.sco f s "maximum security" pri- 
soners had been sent to San Quentin during a re- 
cent city-wide strike honored by the sheriff’s 
deputies who normally guard San Francisco County 
Jail where Los Siete have been incarcerated 

The "People’s Lawyer" Charles R, Garry, pro- 
ceeded to make pre-trial motions and arguments in 
the absence of his clients The political de- 
fense is on behalf of all seven of the Latino 
activists, jailed for the alleged murder of a 
Mission District cop. although only 6 are in 


In the case of Los Siete, the problem is 
exaggerated by the language difference. If 
middle-class whites could not understand the lang- 
uage of the ghetto, they would be able to under- 
stand even less the language of the barrio* 

When the Judge objected that the prosecuting 
attorney would not be able to carry out his work 
if the trial was in Spanish, Garry countered: "We 
could use an interpreter," 

The courtroom was filled with uniformed San 
Francisco Tactical Squad police, "I feel uncomfort- 
able with these officers in the court, "Garry told 
Judge Karesh as he looked around the courtroom at 
the hulking bodies of the men who have so often 
brutalized his clients. 

While the proceedings went on, a rally was 
held m a Mission District park, where people 
pledged their continuing support to Los Siete dc 
la Raza. 

In another part of town, Jessie Brodnick, 
widow of the notorious Mission District cop slain 
in the midst of one of his frequent attacks on the 
Spanish- speaking residents of the community, called 
for the death penalty for those "convicted of the 
crime . " 

Pre-trial motions will continue on March 20; 
the trial is expected to begin April 6. -30- 
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LETTER FROM A BRAZILIAN POLLI'iDAl. FkiSM.VR 
LIBERATION News Sort 1 cc 
(Editor’s note: The following letter . whose 

author must remain anonymous, was sent t : c »r . ? in 
Brazilian Information front, buseu m Santiago, 
Chile, to Liberation News Service- for distiibu- 
tion in the United State* > 

SAO PAULO (LNS: -- An Arm> .majo* ! ui vai- 
dir is the commanding officii of Opc 1 it r Bar. - 
deirantes (0 B j m Sac Paulo ihi.- opera t or 
entrusted to tiiree groups , working in Ai-hom 
shi fts 

Each group as a chief and normal.; the .ooup 
in charge of "questioning" (tortures • is headed b : . 
an Army captain. Privates are only cmpic>cd a> 
guards The rest of the work is done by sergeants, 
officers, detectives and police officers. these 
are the people responsible for tortures. 

When a prisoner arrives, handcuffed, he is 
dragged up a staircase while his guaids try to 
unbalance him. As he is pulled by the handcuffs, 
a fall generally means a broken wrist 

Antenor Meyer, a law student, after having 
broken both legs, was dragged m that way Mis 
wrist was broken, too 

Normally, a new prisoner is immediately taken 
to the interrogation room, on the second floor of 
Operation Bandei rant es ' headquarters, a building 
on Sao Paulo's Tutoia Street that lies behind 
Police Station No 34, across a large and muddy 
parking lot, always watched by armed sentinels. 

O.B ’s political prisoners arc kept m a row 
of small cells, next to those of tin- polite sta- 
tion. There is no water or light, and steel bars 
stand instead of doors. ihe Jail ;s apart both 
from the police s tat 3 on and the 0 B building ‘ o 
get to the interrogation room a pii>->m’ has :o 
walk some 150 yards, going through two steel doors, 
two staircases and se\cral smal < wooden par r . i * .-ns. 

Sept 29, 1969, was a ram*- da\ . in oi 

the downpour and the distance, f ;u '• - : j b f •'•-ream' 
of those being tortured had r. . taotA' ’ • .. u? •- i ’ m; 
the doors, walls and the parking j c. ■ » , g- ; : : ' L 

three common cell.*- t hi ■ * in id l. :• v. :i . j a ' T 

hard to describe the rounds m.ide m .. n • s a : - 

tortured They co;:;e out uiv jhmi - m i. , a _p. 
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lie. longs- Huy cannot be reproduced, but one who 
ir . 1 • 'lo'i'i ibcii n over torgets . It is also impossible 
; l. • 1 i Bov oiv.' tools while being tortured -- but 

i i isn’t on ly pa m . 

Ihe interrogation room is small, perhaps six 
icet by s i x feet and is divided by a wooden wall 
two meters high. From thar height on, there is an 
open space up to the ceiling of the ample second 
t\>or hall. ihe ic are no chairs or tables, for the 
tor Hirers stand up while working. There is only the 
"Dr. gen's Chair," on which no one wants to sit. The 
Dragon's Chair is a metal chair connected to an elec- 
tiL. current , used for giving electric shocks The 
i atura S working equipment is simple: four wooden 

-tools, steel rods, some army campaign telephones, 
-rick.-, a bucket with water, a rod, ropes, torn 
-hi rts and blankets , 

This equipment was used on me for two hours, but 
there is no limit for the torture sessions.. This is, 
m itself, a form of torture. 

Uhen the prisoner arrives at the interrogation 
room, he is rold, after a few blows and kicks, to un- 
dress. If he refuses, as it has already happened, 
his clothes are torn from his body. Naked, he is 
made to sit on the floor, bent forward, hands around 
the ankles. Generally, blanket strips are attached 
to wrists and ankles, where ropes are to be placed, 

*n order to prevent lasting scars. After being tied 
strongly, a steel pole is passed under his knees 
and elbows. Me is then lifted some five feet from 
the ground as the pole's end rests on two of the 
stools In this position, one's weight lies entirely 
on the joints of the knees and elbows. It is then 
that the shock machine and the rod are put to work. 

liie re are several types of shock machines -- I 
a \ ictim of some five or six different ones -- 
but. the most commonly used is an army campaign tele- 
phone . I am not sure, but it seems that it works 
w-r.h an alternating current of 90 volts A 110 
'Oit. - machine is also used Sometimes a partly 
d -mounted IV set is employed, and for the Dragon's 
ei.i'i, the wires come directly out of the wall 1 
No no 1 Know i 1 they use a transformer or something 
— - iii tuiv, but l am certain that the electricity 

. •. w ? Ji a normal pJug. 

t, .is usual, a campaign telephone is used, the 
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two wires that come out of the little box are 
attached to the most sensitive parts of the body. 
Normally one of the poles is connected to a finger 
or a toe while the other is often moved from the 
tongue to the penis, then to the nose, the anus, 
the lips. The shock produces a terrible pain and 
violent muscular contraction. These contractions 
are so strong that the body rises and sometimes 
almost completely turns itself over, 

When the machine stops for a moment, the 
muscles relax and the body goes back to its ori- 
ginal position. The shocks are so intense that if 
the prisoner’s mouth is not stuffed with a piece 
of cloth, his tongue shrinks inside the mouth and 
he bites himself to such a degree that for several 
days he is unable to speak or eat. The muscular 
contractions and the position in which the victim 
is kept for hours makes him lose control over his 
bowels and bladder t While he is hanging from the 
steel pole, he is also being beaten with sticks 
on the soles, buttocks and back. 

After some time of this treatment, the victim 
is no longer able to feel his legs or stomach, 
for all is reduced to a terribly painful mass that 
no longer obeys any orders from the mind. I 
thought that my legs had been completely destroyed, 
as if I had been run over by a tractor. In this 
state one no longer thinks and very easily slips 
from semi-consciousness to full unconsciousness. 
When this happens, the torturers try to bring back 
their victim by throwing water on him and giving 
more shocks. Water has a tenfold multiplying 
effect on the shocks. 

I was tortured m this manner for two and a 
half hours at the Operation Bandeirantes head- 
quarters and, later, for two more hours at the 
DOPS, the political police, I believe I would not 
have survived a few minutes longer. Prisoners of 
a stronger build than mine have been tortured for 
many more hours . One of them Carlos hduardo 
Pleury, who later tried to commit suicide, had a 
heart failure and was saved by a police officer 
who was visiting the 0 B and gave him a heart 
massage. lie is alive and can confirm this story, 
as can all the other persons whose names I shall 
mention, except Virgilio Gomes da Silva, murdered, 
and those who became insane, a f airly large number. 


* * * • 

VIRGILIO GOMES DA SILVA, also known as JONAS, 
was buried as a pauper -- but in a first class 
coffin. His funeral and even his formal black suit 
were gifts from his murderers, the agents of 
Operation Bandeirantes who tortured him to death 
on Sept. 29, 1969. They paid him a last tribute 
for his gallantry . 

Almost at the same moment that the body of 
JONAS was being buried, on the 30th of September, 
HILDA GOMES DA SILVA, Virgilio’s wife, was tied 
to the Dragon's Chair and was forced to watch her 
four-month-old son being tortured. 

CARLOS EDUARDO FLEURY, a student accused of 
revolutionary activities, was tortured during 
three hours on his first day in prison, four hours 
on the second, when he was weaker, and three and 
a half on the third. He couldn’t be tortured on 
the fourth day, for he had attempted suicide by 
twice plunging a pair of scissors in his chest. 

PAULO DE TARSO VENCESLAU, a student leader, 
was tortured for four hours on his first day and, 
hardly 12 hours later, the next morning, was tor- 
tured again for four hours . 

MANOEL CIRILO DE OLIVEIRA NETO, a student 
accused of having worked with the group that kid- 
napped U,S. Ambassador Charles Elbrick, was tor- 
tured for three and a half hours after making the 
160-mile trip from Sao Sebastiao to Sao Paulo, 
tied up inside the trunk of a car. He was given 
half an hour rest, and then taken in for another 
session of the same length -- his torture was in- 
terrupted only while the torturers were having dinne 

SUSUKI, a painter, was arrested on a street 
of suburban Osasco, while walking with his four- 
year-old son, who was left crying on the sidewalk. 

A madman charged that Susuki was a member of a 
non-existent terrorist organization called Apollo 
11. Susuki was taken to 0>B.’s headquarters and 
tortured, When, a few days later, it was dis- 
covered that his accuser was insane, the artist had 
already lost his mind. 

TAKAO AMANO, a student member of a revolution- 
ary organization, was arrested during a gun fight 
with the army and had a .44 caliber bullet in his 
left leg. He was immediately taken to 0 B head- 
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quarters and, before getting any medical assistance, 
was tortured. Each time he was given an electric 
shock, a blood spurt would stain the walls and the 
floor. 

When finally taken to the Military Hospital, 
he lay unconscious for days. As soon as he got 
better, a team from Operation Bandeirantcs began 
to visit him. He was "questioned” while m bed. 

The visits ended when a doctor found out that the 
men from the O.B were stuffing his mouth with 
sheets in order to prevent his cries from being 
heard. Takao was tortured again a few days later, 
when taken back to the 0 B, barracks. His wounds 
healed only after his transfer to the political 
police jail, where he was no longer tortured. 

CARLOS LICHTSZTEIN, a 22-year-old student of 
Austrian descent, was arrested with Takao. He had 
two Winchester slugs in his legs, and a broken fe- 
mur. He was also tortured before getting any medi- 
cal attention and the O.B officers twisted his bro- 
ken leg several times. He survived by falling into 
a coma. He will have to use a body length plaster 
cast for months, and it is doubtful that he will 
ever recover entirely. 

Where lies the limit for torture? Captain 
Guimaraes -- all torturers call themselves 
"Guimaraes , " m order to avoid identification -- 
gives an exact definition when he says: "You are 

all ours here. We will keep you as long as we need 
to make you talk. Here, everyone talks, or never 
talks again, got it?" 

But it isn’t only to make one talk that tor- 
ture is used in Operation Bandeirantes . "Laughing" 
Guimaraes -- no one knows for sure his real name, 
but any prisoner can recognize him -- tortures 
for pleasure. When his chief is already tired, 
and the questioning is over, he asks for 15 minutes 
more. He always gets his 15 minutes, for Operation 
Bandeirantes has only one rule: torture -- as an 

everyday routine, 
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REPORT FROM THE WOMEN'S PRISON IN THE HARBOR OF 
RIO i)H JANEIRO 


By NACLA 

LIBERATION News Service 

The Mar. 1 electoral victory of Col. Carlos 
Arana Osorio, presidential candidate of the right- 
wing coalition, was accompanied by terrorist acts 
demonstrating the existence of effective organiza- 
tion on the revolutionary left Ironically, Arana 
Osorio gained the fame which carried him to the 
presidency as leader of U.S -trained forces m an 
anti -guerrilla campaign m Guatemala's northeast m 
1966-67. 

Christian Democratic candidate Jorge Lucas 
Caballero accused the government and Arana Osorio of 
having their hands stained with the blood of the 
4,000 persons who have suffered violent death at 
the hands of right-wing terrorists during the last 
six years . 

Just hours before polls opened, Foreign Minister 
Alberto Fuentes Mohr was kidnapped as he left a 
session with "free-election" observers from the Or- 
ganization of American States (OASJ . The Rebel 
Armed Forces, a guerrilla group whose urban net was 
responsible for much disruption and anti-oligarchy 
terrorism during the election period, negotiated the 
release of guerrilla leader Jose Vicente Giron 
Calvillo in exchange for Fuentes Mohr. 

On Mar. 6, the same group kidnapped Sean M, 

Holly, labor attache of the U.S. Embassy, holding 
him hostage pending the government’s release of four 
leftists held in government jails, including Jose 
Manuel Aguirre Monzon. (He had served as interme- 
diary between the guerrillas and the government in 
negotiations for the release of the Foreign Minister.) 

The Guatemalan Labor (Communist) Party supported 
popular abstention from the presidential election 
It favors continued armed rebellion "as the only 
way to reply to counterrevolutionary terror and to 
intensify the revolutionary struggle. (LNS/NACLA) 

* «r . 

(To obtain more information about the work and 
publications of NACLA — North American Congress on 
Latin America -- write to NACLA, P.O Box 57 Cathe- 
dral Sta . . New York, N.Y. 10025. j 
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STATEMENT By WOMEN PRISONERS HELD 
AT ILHA DAS FLORES (.RIO DE JANEIRO, 
LIBERATION News Service 

We, prisoners held at the liha das Flores 
[Flower’s Island;., in Rio de Janeiro* wrote this 
letter ; at a moment when the Brazilian public 
begins to be informed about the atrocities worn- 
mited against political prisoners in jar <-oun 
try and still may doubt that these crime- are 
really happenings We can assure all that IORTURL 
DOES EXIST IN BRAZIL. And more EVERYTHING THAI 
IS SAID ABOUT TORTURE METHODS IS VERY LITTLE 
COMPARED WITH THE TRUE FACTS., We have been vic- 
tims and witnesses of tortures inflicted here 
and we consider it our duty towards truth and 
justice to denounce them. 

The Facts 

1. Zilea Resnik ; 22 7 arrested on June 5 1969, 

accused of belonging to the MRS re voiutionaiy 
organization- was kept incommunicado for 43 days 
35 more than even the military iaw aiiOws dur 
mg which time she was often beaten. 

2 0 Rosane Resmk ; 20, Ziiea s sister was 
arrested on the same charges on July 21 ; i.969 , 
Stripped naked by her torturers she was beaten 
and suffered electric shocks on various parts cf 
the body , including her nipples. 

3, Ina de Souza Medeiros. 20 married to Marc 
Antonio Fana Medeiros ; arrested on the same 
charges in Curitiba.. Parana, on July 6 1969, in 

Curitiba she was made to witness the torture^ 
inflicted upon one of her mends Milton Gaia 
Leite, that hung naked from a pole whue the 
radio transmitted, at its loudest, a Mass, m 
order to cover up his cries, At the DOFS tpo 
litical police; j an , she was informed that her 
husband; arrested two months be tore, had died.. 

She panicked, but this information was later 
proven wrong Brought to the liha uas Pi c res 
prison she was beaten, received cicvtr u shocks 
and threats of ~ e x u a i a-^auits. 

4 Maria Candida dc Souza Gouveia Zz ar 
rested in Curitiba on -July 5 i969. th^ ^arne 

charges, was immediately beaten and ki^kcu He: 
wrists and ankles were brutal iy twistea. She w 
also stripped 
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Mai i a Mo t o i-UFid Ai v a i e z * ^ 0 , a i l e s t e d in 
RiO cie Janeiro on July 9 1969 on the same charges, 

was r tripped and ooaten. One of her fingers was broken 
as can be seen from photographs taken by the press 
when invited to meet the members of MR-8 

6* Man jane V*en a Lisboa, 22, arrested m Rio 
cn Sept 2, ;969, accused of being a member of the 
Acao Popular re voiut i unary movement; was made to 
; mp, beaten and submitted to electric shocks that 
enaed only when she tainted from a heart failure., 

? ri Marcia Savaget Fiani, 24. arrested in Rio ; 
on the same day and charges as the preceding, was 
arso made to strip and beaten. The eiectm shocks 
administered to her were made more intense by 
water previously thrown on her body. On account 
of the shocks she has now a partial paralysis of 
her right hand*s fingers She was kept incommuni- 
cado for 14 days., 

8, Solange Maria Santana.. 25, was also ar- 
rested m Rio on the same day and charges. She was 
stripped naked; beaten, and submitted to electric 
shocks* She became momentarily insane,, 

9 llda Brandle Siegl : 2S, arrested in Rio on 
October 29 1969, was stripped, beaten and sub 

mitted to electric shocks,- including on her nipples., 
;0$ Maria Eiodia Alencar ; 38, arrested in 
Rio on October 30, 1969,, was also beaten and suf- 
fered electric shocks* She was tortured by strang 
iing and forced to sign her final testimony under 
torture.. Her torturers persistently menaced to 
arrest and torture her 15 year old son, 

ii 7 12 , and i3 0 Pnscila Biedanol, 23 ; 
vama Esmanhoto, 24 and Victoria Pamplona, 26, 
militant members of the j£C, Catholic Students 
Youth, were arrested in Rio on October 31, 1969. 
cn charges of belonging to the Acao Popular ; were 
ail beaten and forced to hear the cues of Celso 
Bieda/ioi.. PriScila's husband, and Geraldo Azevedo 
Victoria s fiance, that were being tortured next 
uoor at the CENlMARs offices [Naval Information 
Center .- , 

i 4 Dorma Tereza de Oliveira, 2.5, arrested in 
Rio or. October 30. 1969, suffered the customary 
beatings and electrical shozki.- plus -trangiing. 
drowning, and wounds on her breasts, produced by 

N a di e s_ w _ th i us t un de r h e f l nge i Hails 
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15 0 Marta Maria Kl&gsbrunn, 22, arrested m 
Rio on Sept. 2, i960. Her husband, Victor Hu ga 
Klagsbxunn was tortured and the jailers threaten 
ed several times to take her to see how they v\ere 
i treating him* 

* * * 

We can also attest to many other torture 
Cases. We can state, for instance, the case of 
Jean Marc Van der Weld, president of The Na- 
tional Student Union, who was beaten, hung from a 
pole and submitted to electric shocks during six. 
days, with the result that his eardrums are 
pierced and he suffered from serious neurologi- 
cal disorders o Celso Bredariol and Mario Fonseca 
Nero were also tortured. The latter was submit- 
ted to the torture called galett ‘ fbarbeque 
chicken) while he was hanging from a pc-le a fire 
was set under his body. This technique was also 
employed against Milton Gaia Leite. 

Maria Luiza Garcia Rosa, 18, was arrested 
in Rio, raped arid quickly released, for she had 
no connections with the revolutionary organiza- 
tionSo 

We have four further points to clarify: 

1. Torture sessions are commonly held at 
the Ilha das Flores prison, on the fourth floor 
of the Naval Ministr-, at the DOFS jails in Rio 
de Janeiro and Curitiba Q 

2. The torturers are highly placed officers, 
and tortures are known to the commanding officers 
and all the military personnel serving here 0 
Torturers try to hide their identity under nick- 
names such as Dr 0 Claudio, Commander Mike, Dr c 
Alfredo, Dr. Bxeno and several others. 

3. Some privates and petty officers aiso take 
part m torture sessions, such as Sergeant Al- 
varo and Soldier Sergio. 

4. Torturers often visit the .sland and are 
"technical advisors" of the island's commanding 
officex ; Comdr. Clemente Jose Monteiro Filho. 

tr * *■ 

We know that our present attitude, denouncing 
tortures, can spark reprisals against us. he fee;, 
for it would not be the first case, a Simula- 
tion of an escape or a suicide to tr> to hide the 
truth we are now stating* We caj'; the attention 
of all those interested in finding out the 
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truth and 

in punishing 

the 

guilty to the fact that 

v>e are at 

che raeiv; of 

al 1 

types of violence and 

need ncw y 

more than e.e 

r ; d 

decisive help of all. 


j. .a. i j. a 

a - 

Flores, Dec. 8* 1969 


Signed by r Maria Maria isiagsbrunn, Prisciia Mag- 
aihaes Bredariol, Martha Alvarez, Rosane Resnik, 
vania Esmanhoio, Derma Tereza de Oliveira, Vic- 
toria Pamplona Monteiic, In a de Souza Medeiros, 

Marcia Savaget Fiam, I Ida Brandle Siegi, Maria 
Eiod-La de Alencai, Sciange Maria Santana, Marta 
Candida Gcuveia, Mari jane Viena Lisboa and Zilea 
Resni k. 

* 0 w 

Note' All these torture cases were denounced to 
Marshal bar r as tazu Medici , Brazil : s president, to 
the Papa.i nuncio, Monsignor Monzonru, to Rio's 
Cardinal Jaime Camara and several other authori- 
ties. Ihe only result was the renewal of press cen- 
sorship and a nation-wide ban on references to tor- 
ture of political prisoners on ail mass media. 
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GUATEMALAN REBEL TELLS OF ARMED STRUGGLE 

By Carlos Ferreyra 
LIBERATION News Service 

(Editors note: Companero Ferreyra is the di- 

rector of the Mexico City office of Prensa Latina, 
the Cuban international news agency,) 

MEXICO CITY (LNSj -- Slender, wearing a white 
sport shirt and a big smile, Vicente Giron Calvillo 
-- the Guatemalan school teacher whose freedom was 
exchanged for the life of Foreign Minister Alberto 
Fuentes Mohr -- granted an interview to several 
foreign newsmen in the Mexico City hotel where he 
is under the constant surveillance of four policemen - 

Giron Calvillo, who once again expressed his 
thanks for the "generous hospitality of the Mexican 
people and the asylum granted me by the government," 
said that he belongs to the Rebel Armed Forces (FAR) 
and did not know what the police of his country had 
charged him with. From the time of his arrest (he 
did not mention the date) he was held in a dungeon 
and subjected to a variety of tortures. 

The short and slight Guatemalan showed newsmen 
the bruises left on his arms by police beatings He 
denied that he planned to leave Mexico for another 
country . 

In the morning, when hr presented himself to 
the immigration authorities, he limited himself to 
stating that hii country "was living a time of terror 
arch is, I 9 I 0 
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and repression on the part of the oligarchy in 
power # " 

He at once offered to meet with newsmen who 
were interested in interviewing him. He then sign- 
ed the documents granting him political asylum 
that had been prepared by the Mexican authorities. 

n The movement of which I am a member, M he 
said at the press conference, M has almost 21,000 
members. It was founded m 1960 and is active in 
the countryside and the city." 

Giron Calvillo refused to detail the organi- 
zation structure of the rural and urban guerrillas. 
He said only that the FAR finance their own acti- 
vities through daring actions, including kidnap- 
pings . 

These actions, he added, are not robberies but 
rather confiscations, or expropriations, through 
which the Guatemalan people receive only a tiny 
part of what has been taken from them. 

Giron Calvillo avowed that he is a Marxist. 
"Just as I asked yesterday, I ask now: is it a 

crime to be a Marxist?" He expressed serious con- 
cern for the possible fate of Antonio Sierra, 
arrested with him. Sierra, a labor leader, was 
reported to have already fled to Mexico. His re- 
lease and that of three others was demanded by the 
FAR after a subsequent kidnapping of a U<S. Em- 
bassy official. 

According to Giron Calvillo, the organized 
revolutionary movement of Guatemala is actively 
opposed only by the right-wing organizations 
sponsored or formed by the government itself. 

"History decrees that all revolutionary orga- 
nizations or movements tend towards the formation 
of a people’s government. This is true not only 
in my country but all over Latin America and the 
rest of the world, and we expect to triumph all 
over. " 

Giron Calvillo said that there is military 
intervention by the U, S in Guatemala, in the form 
of arms and military advisers and Cuban counter- 
revolutionary personnel -- all financed by the 
Pentagon and the U.S. State Department. 
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PRIEST JOINS COLOMBIAN GUERRILLAS 
By North American Congress on Latin America 
LIBERATION News Service 

BOGOTA, Colombia (LNS) -- Domingo Lain, a Roman. 
Catholic priest and active member of the radical 
"Golconda" group of Colombian priests and laymen, 
including some Marxists, until his expulsion from 
the country April 19, 1969 recently joined the 
National Liberation Army (ELN) * The announcement 
was released by ELN r s urban network on February 15 „ 

This date marks the fourth anniversary of the death, 
in combat, of Camilo Torres Restrepo, the famous 
guerrilla priest whose life has served as an example 
to the Golconda group. 

Lain, regarded by many as the intellectual leader 
of the Golconda movement (which has hitherto refrained, 
in its public statements, from advocacy of armed 
struggle) P stated that "as a revolutionary I do not 
belong to myself but to the masses* 0 »" Observers 
feared that official repression, already a serious 
problem for the Golconda movement would increase 
as a result of Lain’s move. This situation is 
aggravated by the fact that the national elections , 
which the Golconda movement has urged the people 
to boycott, are approaching in March and April* 

— 30-- 

HEAVY GUARD ON U*S 0 PROPERTY IN ARGENTINA 

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (LNS)-- North Americans 
who own property in Argentina have tightened their 
security measures recently, according to a report 
from Prensa Latins, the Cuban news service* The extra 
security measures were instituted after bombs were 
set off in the BAnk of Boston branch here and in 
the Argentina-U* S. Chamber of Commerce building— 
both in downtown Buenos Aires* 
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"Total tonnage dropped on Vietnam exceeds the total 
dropped in all theaters of WW II by 60%.. By February 
1969, 3,200,000 tons of bombs had been dropped on Viet 
nam. Ibis amounts to 180 pounds of bombs for every man., 
woman and child--we have dropped 25 tons of bombs for 
every square mile of both North and South Vietnam,," 

from a report by Ciexgy^^^a^me^^oncerned 
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• BUFFALO: REHEARSAL FOR A BIGGER BATTLE 
LIBERATION' News Service 

BUFFALO, N Y- (LNS) -- The crisis in Buffalo 
is such that Governor Rockefeller was moved to 
get together with nervous legislators, officials 
and trustees March 18, to discuss "the radical- 
izing process” going on at the State University 
of New York at Buffalo Their immediate goal 
was to find "some due process of law to eliminate 
the radicals -- and that includes some of the 
faculty -- one by one from the University of 
Buffalo,” a proposal put forward at this meeting 
by Assemblyman John B. Lis, a Buffalo Democrat . 

Rockefeller and the Board of Trustees are 
very worried about keeping control of their in- 
stitution, one which does a whole lot of work for 
the Defense Department. Furthermore, the struggle 
at the university has spread into greater Buf- 
falo. As of March 20, ten black high schools are, 
for all practical purposes, shut down. (High 
school involvement was sparked initially by 
the incident of a white teacher striking a black 
pupil, and has spread into the is sue/ 0 ^community 
control of schools in black areas.) 

The city-wide arrest statistics (read 
Ghetto-wide) have gone down from 60 to 20 per day. 
That's because most of the city's police force 
is stationed m Clark Gym on the SUNY Buffalo 
campus. One downtown office building has al- 
ready suffered a bq-nb explosion which extensively 
damaged three floors. All this adds up to a 
very serious matter for legislators, especially 
since Buffalo postal workers have gone out on 
strike, Friday March 20, 

The struggle on the Buffalo campus has been 
going on for a long time. Buffalo, in fact, was 
the first college, last year, to make use of 
the now familiar "injunction” technique to dis- 
courage students from liberating buildings, 
holding rallies, etc by threat of contempt 
charges. injunctions have not managed, however, 
to keep students at Buffalo, or elsewhere, out 
of action. 

The present rebellion at SUNY -Buffalo began 
on Feb 24, when a group of students interrupted 
a basketball game in support of black student 


demands related to treatment of black athletes 
at the university. What sparked the "radicaliza- 
tion process” however, was the police, who turned 
up that night, swinging their clubs. The calling 
of the cops set the pace for what was to follow: 

* March 2: A convocation called by the univer- 
sity doesn't cool things off as they'd hoped. Every- 
body at the convocation (about 3,500 people) votes 
for a strike 

* March 4: Radicals seize administration building. 

* March 5: Radicals leave administration build- 
ing, with all the drains clogged up, and hold a 
strike rally. 

* March 10: Jerry Rubin speaks on campus to 
10,000 m an overflowing Student Union, where he 
tells students "We got out of jail because of Santa 
Barbara. ” 

* March 12: Militant march happens early in the 
day without incident, followed by a GI's case 
against ROTC rally with thousands of college and 
high school students pouring into the student cen- 
ter. Faculty senate meets to decide on "cops off 
campus” and "Regan (Buffalo's president) resign” 
position. They come out of the meeting asking only 
that cops be withdrawn. Clark Gym which houses ROTC 
and the cops is marched on. Peace Patrol ^groups 
("Peace Cops”) made up of right-wingers and con- 
servative faculty, try to "prevent confrontation 
and violence” and in cases, aid police arrests. 

There are snake dances around a bonfire near the gym. 
Project Themis, which does underwater warfare re- 
search for the Navy, is attacked and trashed, leading 
to a battle with cops m front of Themis. Two cops 
who get separated have their helmets torn off and 

are beaten and hospitalized. Police cars are 
trashed. A police van runs over one girl who is 
hospitalized. Cops beat students mercilessly. 

One student doing exercises in the gym earlier 
looks over the rail to see cops watching Mussolini 
and Hitler flics and cheering "Sieg Heili” A half 
hour confrontation occurs m front of the administra- 
tion building, where students throw snowballs, rocks, 
and bricks at police. Cops roar across campus in 
trucks, and are heard to chant "Kill, kill, kill 
the motherfuckers.” One pig with a bull horn tells 
the crowd to "Go home. Go home,” and is met with 
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derision. Cops chase students to a nearby dorm 
but, vulnerable to dropped objects from the 15 
floor building, cops retreat. Another battle in 
front of Project Themis ends with more trashed 
police cars. Cops retreat through student and 
faculty parking lots, breaking windows and head- 
lights of parked cars, some shouting "Sieg Heil." 

A big wig on the force commends cops for a job 
well-done . 

* March 14: Faculty stages a sit-in in Presi- 
dent Regan’s office, demanding "cops off campus" 
and "Regan resign." Other faculty members try 
to get in but are kept out by police lines. 
Forty-six faculty members are arrested on charges 
of criminal contempt, for disobeying a restraining 
order. (The faculty was later slapped with a 
second charge of criminal trespass.) 

* March 15: A Provisional Revolutionary Govern- 
ment (PRG) is set up to coordinate the struggle. 
Member groups include a graduate worker’s union, 

a woman's caucus, a media committee, and a black 
action movement. The PRG also holds liberation 
classes . 

* March 16: In the morning a campaign of har- 
assment begins: 40-50 arrests of hitchhikers are 
made near the school in just a few hours. In 

the evening, three "ringleaders" (David Tannehaus, 
a sophomore, Donald R. Sherman, an AWOL GI , and 
Ron Evans, a black demonstrator) are arrested for 
possession of molotov cocktails and charged 
with conspiracy to commit arson, riot, and fel- 
onious assault. 

*March 17 4 a.m.: Another "ringleader of UB 
violence" (Dan Bentivogli of YAWF) is arrested 
at home in police raid. His city court bail is 
$7,500, highest in anyone's memory. A professor 
puts up his house for bond. 

Striking students are demanding abolition of 
ROTC and research projects, including Project 
Themis, financed by the Defense Department, 
self-determination for the independent colleges 
the university is forming, and the hiring of 
black construction workers for the new $650 mill- 
ion Amherst campus where work is scheduled to 
start in the spring. (At present, contracted 
construction workers are lily-white. j 


Teachers who insisted on holding classes spoke 
to almost empty classrooms. One such professor, a 
Renaissance scholar, was still teaching Racine to 
a depopulated seminar as late as March 17. The 
previous day, Michael F. Dillon, Erie County Dis- 
trict Attorney, had announced that he would order 
a grand jury investigation of student activity, and 
the University Council (composed mainly of wealthy 
Buffalo businessmen, and functioning as a kind of 
Board of Trustees) issued a statement condemning 
the "turmoil fostered by a hard-core of campus 
radicals . " 

"All the people know that the demands we’re 
posing will not be met by the university," one 
student spokesmen said. "People are beginning to 
understand that you can't build socialism on just 
one university, that we’re in conflict with the 
state and the nation." 

What began as a battle against racism and pigs 
on the campus has been elevated by the increased 
understanding that what goes on on the campus is 
nothing compared to what goes on in oppressed com- 
munities . 

Since March 4, members of the Inter-High Black 
Student Council and the Negro Federation Build have 
been demonstrating outside schools and have en- 
tered others, despite a city-imposed injunction on 
such activity, to try to talk with principals and 
teachers about community control and to encourage 
other students to join their demonstrations. 

The month-long struggle has had its peaks and 

lulls, and with Spring vacation interrupting, the 

campus, described as "weary" by the bourgeois 

press, is now calm. Harassment aimed at "cooling 

off" the campus continues however. During the court 

session where teachers were being arraigned, six 

students were given contempt of court charges who 

were not even present. Dan Bentivogli, who was at 

his own hearing upstairs, was one of the six who 

received contempt citations; he read about it in 
the paper the next day. 

These arrests intimidate a lot of students, and 
give Rockefeller and his friends time to prepare for, 
and prevent if they can, further activity by students 
and the community. But, as one radical who is en- 
gaged in such activity recently wrote: "We all look 
at this struggle as a dress rehearsal for part of a 
much bigger battle." 

And that's the way it is, as of March 21, 1970. 
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L:ARIiJ PLOT LI 'S PARK DOUBTS NIiW MEXICO SITli 


LIBERATION News Service 
SAN FRANCISCO (LNS) -- The current issue of 
the Earth People’s Park newsletter indicates that 
New Mexico may not be chosen after all as the site 
for the ecology haven. The newsletter notes that 
’’after many meetings with local Civicanos, Indians 
and communards we have reason to believe that 
politically and ecological ly , New Mexico may not 
be the right place to focus our energies. New 
Mexico is in an area of the U.S. where there is 
a very delicate balance of land/water/people. 

A large population influx within a small area of 
this region could easily upset this delicate 
balance and cause resentment among the indigenous 
population as well. It is important that Earth 
People’s Parks be located in areas where they 
can exist in harmony with the regional ecology 
and the local population.” 

Other sites -- including a number of small 
sites -- are being explored. The newsletter re- 
ports that Earth People's Park Inc. has $4,500 
on deposit in a San Francisco bank. Supporters 
are asked to send one dollar. The address is 
Earth People’s Park, Box 313, 1230 Grant Ave . , 

San Francisco, CA 94133. 

-30- 
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SENATORS PROPOSE LAW MAKING IT ILLEGAL 
TO SHOUT AT THE PRESIDENT 
WASHINGTON, D.C. (LNS) -- Nixon must be 
getting very uptight about the protest movement, 
or maybe he's just looking ahead to 1972. 

A new bill, supported by Nixon and intro- 
duced by Senators Hruska and Eastland, would make 
it illegal "to utter loud, threatening or abusive 
language” or engage in "disorderly conduct” in 
or near a building which has the president inside 
it . 

The Washington Office of the American Civil 
Liberties Union has issued a statement denouncing 
the new bill, charging the administration with 
seeking a way to be "walled off from the voices of 
dissent and unhappiness in our society.” 

-30- 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 


8,000 SPANISH STUDENTS STRIKE 

BARCELONA, Spain (LNS) -- The usually 
efficient repressive apparatus of Spain's fascist 
government was not sufficient to prevent 8,000 
students at Barcelona University from striking 
and demonstrating in the streets, according to 
a report in Hsinhua, the Chinese news agency. 

On Feb. 9, medical students at the university 
went on strike against the archaic educational 
system. Following several days of striking and 
a demonstration in the streets of Barcelona, the 
government sent police onto the campus to break up 
the rallies. This action led to greater support 
for the strikers, as students from the faculties of 
science, arts, philosophy and law joined the 
medical students in their struggle. 

-30- 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
VICTORY FOR CALIFORNIA "FRIENDS OF PANTHERS” 
LIBERATION News Service 

BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. (LNS) -- Federal charges 
of "conspiracy” and "possession of destructive 
weapons” against two members of the Friends of 
the Black Panther Party were dismissed recently by 
Federal District Judge Warren Ferguson. 

The two defendants, Donald Freed and Shirley 
Sutherland were arrested in the pre-dawn hours of 
Oct. 2, 1969, after police infiltrators had planted 
hand grenades in Freed’s home. They faced prison 
terms of up to 10 years each. 

The key witness in the case was the police 
agent who infiltrated the Friends of the Panthers 
and planted a carton of hand grenades in Freed's 
house . 

Judge Ferguson threw the case out on several 
grounds, pointing out that the police agent’s own 
possession of the grenades (admittedly for the 
purpose of entrapment) was illegal. 

California officials have promised to bring 
legal action against Sutherland and Freed under state 
law. A committee to defend them is functioning 
and can be reached at Justice for All, P.0. Box 3314, 
Beverly Hills , CA 90212. 

-30- 
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POWER TO THE POSTAL WORKERS -- mail SUPREMACY NOW! 
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Professors have been threatened with dismissal 


• j ' ♦ c l . • I u‘ » 1 i.\ BEGUN 

LIBERATION News Service 

DETROIT (LNS) -- A petition campaign has 
been launched to demand the creation of an in- 
vestigating commission to determine where the 
responsibility rests for the murders of Fred 
Hampton and Mark Clark of the Black Panther Party 
in Illinois. For copies of the petition, which 
is reproduced along with a poster-sized photograph 
of Chairman Fred Hampton, write to People Against 
Racism (PAR), 5705 Woodward Ave . , Detroit, Mich. 

-30- 
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TENNESSEEANS FACE RIOT TRIAL 
LIBERATION News Service 

KNOXVILLE, Tenn . Twenty- one persons, in- 
cluding 15 students at the University of Tenn- 
essee, face trial under the state anti-riot law 
which is the same as the federal statute under 
which the Chicago 8 were put on trial. 

The Knoxville 21 were arrested during a 
generally peaceful demonstration at the university 
on Jan. 15 which was disbanded by police. They 
were not indicted until mid-February. All but 
one are white. 

The 21 are accused of "participating in an 
assemblage of three or more people in which acts 
of violence occur or the threat of violence is 
present." The only violence that occurred at the 
demonstration was the beating of heads by police 
as they made arrests. 

The 21 plan to form a joint defense committee 
with a group working to free Pete Tigner, a black 
student serving a 10-year sentence as a result of 
a demonstration at Knoxville College two years 
ago. The University of Tennessee students also 
face 10-year sentences if convicted. 

Their demonstration was held to protest the 
selection of Edward J, Bolding as president of 
the university. Those arrested charged that 
right-wing students started trouble to give 
police an excuse for beating and locking up the 
demonstrators . 

One of the Knoxville 21 is Barry Bozeman, son 
of Justice C. Howard Bozeman of the Tennessee 
Supreme Court. 

LIBERATION h 


if they speak out in behalf of those indicted. 

The Knoxville committee plans to sponsor a 
statewide rally against repression in the state 
capital at Nashville in early April. They hope 
to have participants from Kentucky, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Virginia, Alabama , Georgia, and 
Mississippi in addition to Tennessee. 

Persons who wish to take part in the fight to 
free Tigner and the Knoxville 21, or to take 
part in the April rally, should write Up Country 
Revival, Box 8590, U.T. Station, Knoxville, Tenn. 
37916. 

-30- 
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SPACE COLONIALISTS GREETED IN HELSINKI 
By Timo-Erkki Heino 
LIBERATION News Service 

HELSINKI (LNS) -- When the Apollo 12 astro- 
nauts Conrad, Gordon and Bean visited Finland 
Feb. 28 as special envoys of President Nixon, 
they faced a not-so-pleasant surprise* 

Expecting a polite question-and-answer 
session at the University of Helsinki, the astro- 
nauts were instead asked about "space colonialism." 
One student asked whether photos taken from the 
space ship provided useful information to American 
land speculators, who then purchased seemingly 
worthless land in Africa and Australia. The 
astronauts responded with silent assent. 

During a trip-to-the-moon movie, demonstrators 
uncovered posters describing Nixon as a murderer 
and they unfurled the flag of the National Libera- 
tion Front of South Vietnam. But the envoys 
showed no reaction -- after all, they are trained 
men . 

-30- 
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FREE TO REVOLUTIONARIES 

SAN FRANCISCO (LNS) -- A well-known Bay 
Area radical who insists upon remaining anonymous 
recently went into a bookstore, picked up a copy 
of William 0. Douglas' Points of Rebellion and 
walked up to the counter to pay for it. "Do 
you give these away free to revolutionaries?" he 
asked the clerk, smiling. 

"No," replied the clerk sternly. "Revolution- 
aries rip them off." 

The embarrased "revolutionary" slunk out of 

-the. sfnrPj the paiiUfnr hnnt unrl^r Rjy ftrm 
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ALBANY , X V 'I."- * York has joined 

the trend set recently by ilacai t m changing an- 
tiquated abortion lavs Ihe State Senate voted 
here Mar IS SI -26 m favor of a sweeping abortion 
reform bill, which it passed in its present form 
by tin? State Assembly, will remove virtually all 
•os i r i ■» 1 1 cns on obtaining an abortion m New York, 
i p c 1 u d i n g r e s l d e n c y ? r q u i r e m c n t s 

the p; - sert New 101 k State law, one of the 
most restrictive in the country, permits abortions 
onl> to save the mother’s life. People to 
Abolish Abortion Laws (PAAL), a broad coalition 
^■f welfare, medical and women’s liberation groups 
nr , eding New York Action Core, Redstockmgs , 

'-r*. j Radical rerun ists and the National 
u. .iicuu :ation of Women, have long agitated for 
r*-Fs~ ricted abortions PAAL argues that the 
vunen r law favots the rich who can afford the 
fees for psychiatric reports needed to obtain a 
legal abortion, and who can pay the $400-$1600 
it rosts to get a safe illegal abortion. In 
New York 80% of the women who die from bungled 
illegal abortions are non-white. 

The coalition is responsible for much of the 
pressure put on the Senate to pass the bill. 

Tney filed four lawsuits challenging the consti- 
tutionality of the current law. (Abortion laws 
in Washington, D C and Wisconsin have been de- 
‘-V-. i'u unconst i t.u? ionaI through similar suits-) 
iney have also organized massive support for a 
Mar 28 demonstration against abortion laws to 
ne held in New York City 

The march will be held even if the new bill, 
v'hu n makes abortion a private matter between 
p’ognant woman arid her doctor, passes as ex- 
•• * <*d r flu Asscmb.lv The group is demanding 
tour hospitals make their current facilities 
to; pc r terming abortions available for free, and 
*t tic ^ , icde r ai ly- financed abortion clinics 
be set up all over the suite to insure that abor- 
7 ] u:u do not continue to be the privilege of the 
rich 

i h e fKa r < h will as s c mb . e at Bellevue I los - 
pita.. 2 3rd St and 1st Ave , at 12 noon. Mar. 



to ;\L>0)iJi 
' vr k, V Y Phone: 


, iiS Best 4th St., New 
. 1- .34-4488. 
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THli MUL I N Y ON TUP COLUMB, > EAGLE 

SATTAJI1P, Thailand (LNS. -- The Columbia 
Lagle is a munitions ship for the U q go ernment -- 

or it was. It loads cargoes of 750 o r 5 1 ' pound 

bombs in long Beach, Cal if and San Pranciscc and 

shuttles them across the Pacific to Amen: * . 

bases in Thailand -- or M did. 

On March 14, the Columbia Eagles's latest 
mission came to an abrupt and dramatic halt. While 
moving along the coast of Cambodia, bound for 
Sattahip, Thailand with a load of bombs intend 
for South Vietnam and Laos, the ship was seizeu 
at gunpoint by two young crew members who had 
signed on shortly before the ship sailed from Long 
Beach „ After setting 24 crew members adrift n 
lifeboats, the two men directed the ship into the 
coastal waters of Cambodia, out of reach of US 
Navy ships which feared a confrontation with Cam- 
bodia for infringing on its territorial wate:. 

Immediately, it was speculated that the 
"mutiny" was intended as a blow against the U e S, 
military involvement in Southeast Asia, particularly 
in Vietnam, The speculation gained momentum when 
crew members picked up by another munitions ship, 
the Rappahannock, described the two mutineers as 
"hippi es , " 

Later in the week, these speculations were 
confirmed by the deposed captain of the ship, 

Donald A. Swann, Swann reported that Clyde W, 

McCay, 25, and Alvin L , Glatkowski, 20, had warned 
him "This was the first in a series of such 
mutinies" designed to "impede the war effort in 
Vietnam . " 

Meanwhile, the Columbia Eagle sat m the 
coastal waters off Cambodia. Her lethal cargo 
waited while the US government began diplomatic 
maneuvers to get back the ship, McCay and 
Glatkowski requested and were granted political 
asylum by the Cambodian government 

-SU- 
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THE PANTHERS 


This analysis was prepared by 
The New York Media Project 
P.0. Box 266 
Village Station 
New York, New York 10014 


Well then , believe it, my friend 
That this silence will end 
We’ll just have to get guns 
And be men . . . 

—A ballad of the Black Panther Party 

T hey were the Bad Niggers of white 
America’s nightmares come chillingly 
to life— a black-bereted, black-jacketed 
cadre of street bloods risen up in arms 
against the established order. They were, 
they announced, the Black Panthers, 
and the name alone suggested menace. 
They swaggered, blustered, quoted Mao, 
preached revolution, flashed their guns 
everywhere and sometimes used them. 
They addressed white power in ha- 
rangues that began with f and moth- 
er -f . They started in 1966, two men, 

two guns and a lawbook, shadowing cops 
through the tacky black slums of Oak- 
land, Calif., to make sure they behaved. 
Today, less than four years later, they 
are established in more than 30 cities J 
across the U.S., the heirs to Malcolm X' 
and Stokely Carmichael and H. Rap 
Brown at the hard edge of black mili- 
tancy, and no less an authority than J. 
Edgar Hoover has certified them as a 
threat to the Republic. 

They are guerrilla theater masterfully! 
done— so masterfully that, at a point,! 
everybody began to believe them and to! 
be frightened of them. They were 
blessed at the beginning with two born 
leaders, Minister of Defense Huey P. 

Newton and chairman Bobby Seale-and 
they were soon joined by a third, El- 
dridge Cleaver, just out of state prison 
with his hot-selling memoir, “Soul On 
ICfi, ■ (sales to date: 1 million-plus) and\ 
his enormous national audience. They' 
are Media Age revolutionaries, gifted 
with words, good at sloganeering (power 
to THE people!), irresistibly photogenic, 
scary on television, masterful at poster 
art from their first effort— that high-camp 
classic of Newton scowling out of a pea- 
cock chair with a gun in one hand and a 
spear in the other. They put “pig,” for 
policemen, into the radical vocabulary. 
They made berets and black leather 
dc rigueur for .splinter gj-pups of Latin, 
Indian, Chinese and even Appalachian 
white dissidents. Ghetto kids walk the 
Panther walk and talk the Panther talk 
White student radicals are entranced by 
Panther machimw. And all of it has made 
the party somehow larger than life It 
matters little to the national imagination 
that there are fewer than 1,000 of them 
or that their^nft for gftt.np shot consid- 
erably exceeds their g,lt lor shooting. 
The forces of the law take them at their 
violent word— and they are trym R to put 
the Panthers out of business 


AND THE LAW 


From NEWSWEEK, February 23, 1970 


.This article reduces serious political movements 
/to theatrical productions produced solely for the 
^benefit of the media. No discussion here of the 
programs of the Panthers, or the group* s relation 
to the black community, or the real, community 
based needs which are finding expression in the 
Panthers* program. Because Newsweek chooses not 
to understand the development and growth of indigenous 
black political movements, especially radical move- 
ments, they reduce reality to spectacle. Media needs 
spectacle because the news Is a commodity and spec- 
tacle sellso 


The Panthers are described in terms of media-created 
/categories like ••heroes,*' the Panthers as *'heirs to 
Malcolm X and Stokely Carmichael and H. Rap Brown. ** 

These men are conveniently labeled as ,, black militants,*' 
and that apparently obviates the need for explication 
of what they stand for and why they are representatives 
of the people. 


-Serious people are depoliticized here and everything 
is transformed into a matter of style. The Panthers 
are described as though they were being marketed by 
an expert public relations effort (like that which 
managed Richard Nixon into the White House), Intent 
on creating a marketable awesome revolutionary figure. 
This artificially imposed definition is then used as 
the basis for a totally unfounded statement* "every- 
body began. • • to be frightened of them." Just who is 
everybody? A Wall Street Journal survey showed that 
over 2/3* s of the black population supports the goals 
and strategies of the Panthers. And what fear there 
is in the white community grows in part out of the 
media freak treatment imposed on the Panthers by medlA 
men who don’t think in any other terms® 


More depoliticization— a book which moved many people 
to a new way of seeing themselves and the world, is 
characterized only ns a big commercial success. We 
begin to see what counts here. 

Revolutionary groups are isolated here by the use 
of loaded semantic terms, "spl inter groups, "etc. 

No details about these groups or reasons for these 
characterizations are given. Things are then taken 
a step further by the implication that the political 
group and the people are d i sparate— how can ghetto 
kids do "the Panther" walk when the Panthers are 
the ghetto and vice-versa. 


BULLSHIT. Accident prone, right? Like getting 
shot In bed or in the back. 
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-Paranoia is not at issue here. People are shootin* 
at other people. There ore political reasons for 
this, so why not discuss them rather than getting 
pseudo-psychologica 1 about It. 


'Devils': That this ought to be done 
has never been in question to the cop on 
the beat. He is as narannid nhmiV »Kp Pan, 
thers as they are about him; he sees them 
as tricked-up hoodlums who call police- 
men pigs and have dispatched five of 
them (as against ten Panthers) in gun- 
fights over three years. “The Panthers,” 
says a Los Angeles policeman, “are out 
to murder as many of us as they can. 

They re just devils, plain and simple.” 

And now the cop on the beat has been 
joined by Attorney General John Mitch- 
ell s Justice Department, which believes 
the Panthers to be a menace to national 
security and has accordingly escalated 
the drive against them. “I’m no student 
of revolutionary activity,” says one senior 
Panther watcher at Justice, “but I would 
suppose that Batista didn’t regard Castro 
as a real danger at first. I don t tnink 
the government can take the chance of 
saying, There are only 1,000 of them- 
what can these ding-a-lings do?’ ” Mitch- 
ell s five-man task force on 
spends most of its time on the Pan ther^N^ 

1 ' ~ ’’ ' U -*.1 *.L _ Such extremism as feeding ghetto children* defending 



ie Justice Department equates itself with the 
dictator Batista and plans to use its repressive 
measures more effectively than he used them. 


. w mnv UU LJ JO A CU1UIC1 

beat. One line of inquiry: whether the 
Panthers can be prosecuted under the 
Smith Act, which was last used to lock 
up U.S. Communist leaders in the '40s 
and ’50s for conspiring to advocate the 
violent overthrow of the government. 

Ibe move mav prove unnecessary: the 
Panthers have already been reduced 
nearly to ruin by the withering pressure 
against them— a drive that has raised 
serious protests among some civil liber- 
tarians but which may already have ac- 
complished its purpose. The party’s top 
faider ship ha s been effect ively immo- 
bilized j} not sil enced: Newton is in 
prison charged with a eop-killi ng7 Cleaver ' 
a fugitive in Algiers with his wife, Kath- 
leen; Seale in jail in San Francisco sweat- 
ing out a move to extradite him to Con- 
necticut, where he and thirteen other 
Panthers are accused of torturing and 
murdering a suspected double agent. 
Chief of staff David Hilliard, the ranking 
Panther still in action, is under a Federal 
charge of threatening President Nixon’s 
life in a speech to a peace rally. 


themselves against police attack* and working for 
the people's benefit. 


Take it as a fait accompli that Justice will and 
should destroy the Panthers. 


Seale, Newton and Cleaver continue to speak to the 
people through the underground media* which Newsweek 
makes a point of ignoring--and that's censorship. 


Busts: And, across the U.S., lawmen 
have decimated local Panther chapters 
and Panther arsenals in a running series 
of raids— the latest and bloodiest the 
December Chicago bust in which Illi- 
nois party leaders Fred Hampton and 
Mark Clark were slain in a decidedly 
lopsided “gun battle.” The uproar over 
that incident, and a shoot- em-up in Los 
Angeles four days later, brought the 
Panthers respite— but only briefly. Seat- 
tle’s Mayor Wes Uhlman disclosed last 
week that he recently rejected a propos- 
al by Internal Revenue agents to run a 
joint raid on the Panther chapter there in 
search of illegal guns. (“We are not.” 
said Uhlman, “going to have any 1932 
Gestapo-like raids against anyone.’') And 
thirteen clamorousl y unruly Pan diets 
were in court in New York last week for 
a pretrial hearing on charges that they 
conspired to dynamite five department 
stores, a commuter rail line and other 
targets— charges as grave as any yet 
brought against the party. 

The campaign has taken a fearful toll 
of the Panthers. They have probablv 
never been so fearsome as the feroc ity of 
the drive against them suggests; now 
the\ are tattered, beleaguered and fight 
ing to sta\ alive. Perhaps 100 of them. I>v 
Seales count, are in jails and prisons 
around the country, and 400 or 500 in 
all has t* cases pending against them. The 
guns lias e been tacked out of sight 
the berets and jackets closeted, the 

f s and mother-! s dropped at New 

ton’s dcciee limn the pat tv s public 
vocabulars The resolution has tinned 
into drudgery: .innnine shossr.ise bicak- 
fast-for-c hilchen programs and fire tried 
ical clinics, papeimg the ghetto with 


^It was neither lopsided nor a gun battle--it was 
a one-sided massacre of black men by police. 


S\gain taking a political assassination and making it 
a scene for a Hollywood production. 


In the face of a government conspiracy, the reporter 
comments only on a natter of decorum. 


evsveek applies Its standards of value i « 

'preferable to content) by devoting tc! (spectacle ls 
"shoot-em-ups" on d not to the fiedi^of °3nnn S V° 

^"ot-^hSe^for^nr 

“ a ° Eh "' the ''■Kl'T. serve th . 
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leaflets and petitions, hawking the par- 
ty’s Polemic weekly tabloid. The Black 
Panther (sample headline: the only 
COOd pic is a dead pig). Eighteen- and 
twenty-hour days have left the Panthers 
pervasively weary. “We are," bearded 
Field Marshal Donald (D.C.) Cox says 
heavily, “the hardest-working people in 
America— and the unhealthiest." And 
they are doom-haunted as well. They 
live and work in sandbagged communes. 
They exist, says D.C., “looking over our 

shoulders for the f pigs." They 

know they are watched; they presume 
they are bugged, tapped and thoroughly 
infiltrated. 

If the Panthers survive as a party, {hey 
will be powerfully indebted to the po- 
lice. The Panthers have fared best when 
they have had a martyr— a Newton bound 
for prison, a Cleaver in flight— and Fred i 
Hampton s death in bed in Chicago gave 
them the best martyr they have ever 
had. That raid, and the Los Angeles bust, 
made a civil-liberties issue of the Pan- 
thers and the law— a confrontation in 
which some libertarians saw a basic test 
of whether dissident groups like the Pan- 
thers would be permitted even to exist 
in America. 


Response: White radicals had always 
been drawn to the Panthers; now, white 
liberals who abhor their gun-barrel poli- 
tics rallied to the cause of guarantee- 
ing the Panthers fair treatment. A blue- 
ribbon commission headed by former 
Supreme Court Justice Arthur Goldberg 
and the NAACP’s Roy Wilkins is seeking 
a Ford Foundation grant for an inquiry 
into the police-Pantner war. And main- 
stream blacks closed ranks around the 
Panthers as they never had before. “If 
they kill off the Panthers," said Price 
Cobbs, the black San Francisco author 
(“Black Rage") and psychiatrist, “the 
message to other black people is, don’t 
be so aggressive, don't be so assertive." 

The Hampton shooting may in fact 
have saved the Panthers’ Chicago chap- 
ter- a particularly desperate outpost that 
Bad been beset by repeated police and 
FBI raids and which at its nadir had 
been purged to the bone in a hunt for 
suspected infiltrators. Hampton, the par- 
ty s Illinois chieftain and a rising star 
in the national hierarchy, was found 
sprawled on his blood-drenched mat- 
tress, his copies of Malcolm X and Frantz 
Fanon and a three-volume life of 
scattered around him. Police called it a I 
gun battle (such run-ins are invariably I 
gun battles" to the police, “murde r” to I 
the Panthers) and a special coroners 
inquest— boycotted b y the Panthers— ex- 
onerated the raiders on a verdict of justi-\ 
fiable homicide. But the Panthers have\ 
since retained an independent ballistics 
expert who, they say, is prepared to 
testify that the Panthers certainly did not 
fire first and may not have fired at all. 
And their pathologist says Hampton was 
probably drugged and asleep when he 
was killed— a contention that forced Fed- 
eral investigators to exhume the body 
for a third autopsy last week. The truth 
of the affair remained to be settled But 
blacks running the range from moderate 
to militant rallied round with money and 
sympathy (“There is a plot," said one, 
to deal with any of us who speaks out”), 
and so did whites, their donations helped 
the Panthei s open a modest lire t lnn< 
in a West Side ghetto sUnefnmt 


^! h CtIVe *y pplled simply because the 
puts forth a particular analysis of American life. 

York nmes Tor 77^ ** applled to the Ne " 

York Times (or Newsweek) which have a different, but 
a clearly defined analysis. B f 


✓Kore camouflage- the government has admitted that it 
bugs the Panthers# 

/Readj If the Kennedys survive as » a,. 

''will be powerfully indebted to political 8 ^’ ^7 
The Kennedys have fared best when thev h assasslns * 
r tyr~. Jo. Ko^ooy Jr . 

Kennedy Sr. disabled by a stroke a t tv* J 
mrtyr they have ever had...;. the best 

If you reacted to this as being in bad taste, and 
you didn't react to the parallel Panther paragraph, 
then you begin to understand the depths of your white 
supremacy# 

Police murder becomes a benevolent act for the 
oppressed- -Black people only get angry when a 
chieftain" gets killed, because they have no real 
grievances. 


^Another diversion- -we begin to think that Justice 
will be served if only these groups find some police- 
men guilty of an Infraction# Scapegoats are not the 
answer, balance is not the issue. The people are not 
served when the response to the assassination of their 
leader s--at the behest of the government-- is limited 
to the prosecution of the few police who actually 
pulled the triggers# 


N ° ’ ,de * P L r r e ° Utpost " co^d spontaneously attract 
some 80,000 people— mostly black— to view firsthand 

K-rk e ciark Ce T massacre of Fred Hampton and 
in the M \ Ch f Cag0 cha P ter is firmly rooted 
in the black community, with a large active member- 


To Newsweek, there is no truth— only two sides of 
a story, which they then call objectivity. Oppress- 
ion and murder are simply points of view. 

^Boycotted because the Panthers not killed in the 
massacre are being charged with various offenses, and 
their participation in the inquest would have exposed 
their whole defense before their trial. Newsweek f s 
way of mentioning the boycott without explaining it 
flakes it a gratuitous act# 
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Hard Cases: ! 1 u • tic.itmvnt aivoulrd 
tin 1 (iclriid. nits m tlii* New \mk bomb 
plot i.isr was siunlaiU an rwivise in 
liow not to ilrlang (ho Panthers. Twen- 
t\-tuo Panthers m all arc charged with 
compiling to (U namitc Mac v\ ami fnig 
other stoies. tlu* New 'lork Botanical 
C>ai'(ieii. the New Haven Railroad trail* 
and tour New 'lurk ( -it y police stala-ns. 
The charges art' serious indeed: they 
would, if proved, convict the Panthers 
for the first time ot plotting indiscrimi- 
nate t erronsm against the larger society. 
Hut (Rehandling of the suspects between 
their arrest and their trial was something 
less than a model of American criminal 
justice. Most were jailed for ten months 
under SI 00. ()()() bond apiece— a prohibi- 
tive figure that amounted to a pretrial 
judgment that they were too dangerous 

to be on the streets. (One of their law- 
yers ran through 35 different judges in a 
vain attempt to get the figure reduced.) 
The Panthers’ cells were kept lighted 
round the clock and checked every half 
hour. One of them, a seriously ill epilep- 
tic, languished in jail for seven months 
before his lawyers could get him moved 
to a hospital. None of it was very becom- 
ing to t lie state, and once again libertari- 
ans found themselves with the Panthers 
at the barricades. 

The Panthers, being revolutionaries, 
expected to be ill-used. They consid- 
ered their conviction a foregone conclu- 
sion (“Just give us our time in an en- 
velope,” one of them snarled at Justice 
John Murtagh early on) and so they 
turned the courtroom into a theater of 
revolution— a raucous assault that at mo- 
ments rivaled the Chicago Seven conspir- 
acy trial (page 30) for sheer pandemoni- 
um. “The trial’s a pig!” snapped one com- 
ing into court on opening day. ‘‘Right 
on!” sympathizers in the gallery chorused 
back. Once, with a detective on the 
stand, another defendant leaped to his 
feet and yelled, “That’s such a lie even 
Ray Charles could see it.” Still others led 
the gallery in Panther chants, baited the 
D.A., and “oinked” at Murtagh; one 
pointed an empty gun at the judge and 
clicked it. 

‘Right On*: The problem of running 
such a trial has set off a flurry of bar-as- 
sociation studies since Chicago; one pos- 
sibility involves putting obstreperous de- 
fendants Eichmann-style into soundproof 
plastic cubicles. But Murtagh, on the 
firing line, could only clear the court- 
room when it got too noisy, threaten the 
defendants and their spectator friends 
with contempt citations and hint at bar 
proceedings against the lawyers— none of 
which worked. The judicial process, of j 
course, is sacrosanct to most Americans^ 
black and white, and the spectacle 
could only offend them. But the Panthers 
were not playing to most Americans. “All 
you have to do,” said one of their white 
lawyers, “is go up to 125th Street and 
ask black kids under 30 what they think 
of the Panthers in court. And what they 
will say is, ‘Right on’.” 

For the Panthers come from another 
world— the world of the street corner 
where their guns-and-leather polities is 
only a formal statement of the everyday \ 
hostility between the bloods and the \ 
police. Bobby Seale, in his San Franc isco \ 
jail, calls them the first himpenproJetarian 

revolutionaries-the “pool-hall brothers 
from an underclass so depressed and so 
destruc live that even Lenin despaired of 
them. “We come from the* streets and 
we’ve been even where,” said Scale. 

M ich.iel labor is one ol them— a some- 
time teen-age junkie and burglar who 
turned around after lie read Malcolm X 
and joined the New Vnk Panthcis. He 
testified last week in the bombing c.im- 
and wli.it he said was a lesson m the 
Pm it 1 km line. How long had he spent in 



•Again, the unstated assumption here is that the 
Panthers must be suppressed. This sentence merely 
makes the comment that the New York prosecutors messed 
up and didn*t do the job right. 


sing a metaphor like this loads the sentence with 
negative associations and depol i ticizes and trivializes 
the issues. 


‘The Panthers have shown the ludicrousness of this 
charge by pointing out that these department stores 
are patronized and staffed by a large number of 
black people, and that It would be totally counter- 
productive to their political purposes to attack these 
targe t s » 


Newsweek hides the historical fact that revolutionary 
movements find sabotage an effective political tool. 
Newsweek wants us to believe that any destruction of 
property is an indiscriminate act, devoid of politics. 


pr is'in 

bird- v 
h.id hi 


“Twriilv three \r.tis.’ Ii»- rum 
lli( li ( .line to .ill his life \\ h\ 
t.iken lieioiii J l)iugs. lie s.iid. 


Nonsense. The only people in America to whom the 
^courts are sacrosanct are the bourgeois whites, who 
correctly perceive that the courts are there to pro- 
tect their own privilege. Blacks, poor whites, 

Puerto Ricans have for many years experienced the 
courts as corrupt and discriminatory. Just one more 
way of keeping them down. The Panther 21 and the 
Chicago 8 have made that clear by exposing the politl- 
cal nature of the courts. 

-Newsweek wants its readers to see the Panthers as 
troublemakers who appeal only to people on the other 
side of the generation gap (a concept, by the way, that 
magazines like Newsweek helped create). This is how 
Newsweek distorts the news, isolates groups of people, 
and drives them apart. The truth is that the Panther 
program speaks to every black person in the country, 
and that the party*s membership and support is not con- 
fined to teenagers* 

zir- 


.Use of the phrase, ••panther line,** is another attempt 
to place the political thinking of the Panthers in a 
bad light. Line is a denigrating substitute for a word 
like ana lysis . 
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“[helped] mv uosc not to smell tbc nrmt'- 
soakvd hallways. 1 didn't l<vl the g.u 
lui*»» undn loot. 1 diiln t hr.ir the smim! 
ol polite sums ... I w,h a member ol tin* 
(’!»uul Nine Society. H.ul lu* liuriilar- 
i/eil apartments in Harlem.' 1 No, lu* said 
- liven at that time 1 knew who the en- 
emy was. I went downtown . . . Hid he 
consider his activities mines? No again - 
“l refer to crime as being the exploita- 
tion of poor people by filthy rich, money- 
mad. avaricious capitalist pigs. ’ 


Premises: Tabor had mastered his cat; 
eehism well. The central premises of Pan-. 
ther ism are that TIT k America is an op 
pressed colony; that its oppressors are not 
white people generally hut the “avari- 
cious demagogic ruling class.” i.e., white 
capitalists, and that the police are the 
oppressors’ army of occupation in the 
ghetto. This began as a rather conven- 
tional black nationalism, borrowed heav- 
ily from Malcolm and Fanon; as recently 
as mid- 1968, Seale Wturcd a Berkeley 
rally not to mess with Communism or 
socialism “until you deal with racism.” 
But lately the core dogma has been 
layered over increasingly with the vis- 
cous language of classical Communism— a 
tongue that hasn’t been heard much in 
the ghetto since the 1930s and did not 
go over very well then. “Black people,” 
says Negro psychiatrist Alvin Poussaint 
of Harvard, can’t relate to that Ian-' 1 
guage.” But the Panthers insist on it. 
They have struggled through Mao and 
Lenin and lately North Korea’s Kim II 
Sung, whom Cleaver met in Pyongyang 
and who subsequently flattered the par- 
ty by sending his fraternal greetings, and 
they have pasted it all together in their 
own eclectic Marxist-Leninist style. 

^et the controlling metaphor— the 
ghetto as the colony and “amcriKKKa” 
as the mother country— lias never varied 
To accept that metaphor is to focus one’s 
rage- an d to justify any action as a nee- , 
essity of the war for liberation. At Pan- 
tber national headquarters one recent 
evening, D.C. was talking about the 
necessity for solidarity with the Vietnam- 
ese, the Koreans and anyone else at 
war— as the Panthers imagine themselves 
to be— against* U.S. “imperialism.” A visi- 
tor asked whether that wasn’t just a 
psychological hypo for black revolution- 
aries, who are after all a fraction of a 
minority in America. “That’s not psy- 
chological, man,” D.C. replied tonelessly, 
waving toward a world map. “They’re 
killing \anks out there!” Later, someone 
tuned in Walter Cronkite on the Pan- 
thers color-TV set, and President Nixon 
flickered on-screen. The room might have 
been in Hanoi or Algiers; Mr. Nixon 
seemed suddenly to be speaking from a 
vast and unbridgeable distance. 

Huey. Revolutions create their own 
mythologies, and their own folk heroes; 
the Panthers’ main man is Huey P. New- 
ton. It has been less than four years since 
Huey and Bobby Seale talked the party 
into being over cups of espresso around 
Oakland’s Merritt College, less than two 
years since lie went to prison for slioot- 
Pjg wu- Y< ‘t is, at that distance 
like some hist saint, and talcs of Jii 
wonders sustain the Panthers: Huey, it is 
said, couldn t read till he was graduated 1 
from high school and then started on 
Plato s Republic for mas be Chinese 
poetry). Huey could talk down anv pro- 
fessor and throw bands with any blood, 
on the block. Ilurv faced down vvliol/ 
cordons ol tops with his M-l and his 
lawbook Htiev has even beaten Ins jatl- 
eis because he knows that they have 
onlv his body and that he lives* in the 
revolution. Huey was a figure of (he (lavs 
when the Panther involution u., s s t,]| 

1 1 Miiant ie, when first he and Se.de >im | 
then Bobby Hutton ami then Dav id H,|- 
lianl mde the sheets bn cl-i logging the 
Oakland p«>Iue. ( leaver fust laid eves n M 
Hnev in tl. »se (lavs, standing down .m 
itchy-fingered polKeniut. and thought to 
himself. that mgger is 


\ 


Political analysis is called a catechism, an attempt 
to depoliticize the content of the Panther f s program 
by associating it with a rote, religious exercise. When 
Newsweek does an article commemorating the 200th anniver- 
sary of the American Revolution are they going to de- 
scribe Thomas Jefferson as "having learned his catechism 
well," Tom Paine as dispensing the "core dogma?" It is 
convenient for Newsweek to see radical politics simply 
as one group's replacement for the death of religion- 
one leap of faith replacing another. 

"When black people start getting themselves together 
(the Panthers), Newsweek tries to tell us the people 
don't know what they want, but that a Negro psychiatrist 
does. Jhat, at best, qualifies a psychiatrist to speak 
about revolutionary politics? v 

^•This is a lie. The slightest knowledge of the 
Panthers reveals that (like the NLF) they are 
fighting out of a love for their people and that 
they gain support and strength from the people. 
Understanding this, one sees that there are many 
things which are not justifiable, and which the 
Panthers do not justify in the war for liberation, 
such as killing your own people in a department 
store bombing. 


The black community has been raped by this country 
for 200 years. This is imperialism at work just as 
surely as it is when the US has managed the economy 
of the Phillippines and made war against the Viet- 
namese. Why does M Newsweek M put imperialism In quotes? 

It is a word in the dictionary which accurately describes 
US activities around the world. And to say that the 
Panthers imagine themselves to be at war with US 
imperialism is to relegate to the level of fantasy 
both the colonized position of blacks in this society 
and the fact that the Panthers are, every Jay, fighting 
their war for liberation. 

swsweek mixes together a lot of things here, some of 
^which are true (Huey facing down cops) and some of which 
are clearly myth (he couldn't read until high school). 

The effect is confusing and makes Huey Newton sound as 
if he wer 0 none:: intent, only a myth. Newton if a nan. 

That ”ows tt ocL cannot or will not deal with him on this 
level indicates the limits of their bourgeois con- 
sciousness, 

Totally misleading. Newton was originally charged with 
first degree murder, h'ven when the evidence showed that 
Huey couldn't possibly have pulled the trigger, intention- 
ally or unintentionally, the prosecution still got 
a manslaughter conviction, just as a way of getting 
Newton and vindicating American justice. These are the 
facts, although they don't fit in with the breezy 
narrative Newsweek Is reaching for. 

Tanthers are not Idolatrous and their sustenance 
comes f ron serving the people. 
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And Scab*. in Ins ).ul i ell. sorts over 
tlu* irn’inories like l.ulim; phnlom.iphv 
“ I bust,* were tin* d.i\s. nun,’ lu- s.iid, 
staring into a cloud n! i m.iirttr smoko. 
"Dangerous days. PatioMing the police 
- . . that was beautiful.” 

Those days didn t last long: the Pan- 
thers soon ran into the limits of guns as 
an instrument of political poliev' Guns 
frightened the polia-and a frightened 
policeman, as the Panthers discovered at 
great cost, is likely to shoot first and ask 
questions later. And guns scared off far 
more blacks than they attracted. “They 
got a Bogart image, one ex-Panthcr sug- 
S<- s ts. “Black pc, are afr:;id of lhrm> 
l hev think it you join, you’re going to 
get bumped off/’ 

So, gradually, the guns faded from 
public view. The Panthers are still armed 
revolutionaries, and guns remain a pm\ - 
erful organizing symbol; their paper is 
full of photos of guns (snipped out of the 
National Rifle Association magazine) and 
cartoons of uniformed pigs in various pos- 
tures of death. But tlu* necessities of pol- 
itics and of survival— have forced them 
to modulate their style. The Panthers 
began softening their image in the ghetto i 
—and looking for protective alliances out^ 
side. • Once Newton and Scale ""TTac 
stumped street-corner rallies calling 
openly for the execution of policemen. 
Now, Seale likes to tell visiting journalists 
that the Panther program is “not too 
much different from the things Martin 
Luther K|ng adlttttlLoL W^w. lU.d 
moved to a higher level of tactics.” 

The Mother Question: The break l ast 
program is socialism Panther style— an at- 
tempt at a working model of a rudimen- 
tary people’s program. So are the fret* 
clinics. The new Panthers opened a sec- 
ond front against the police— a petition 
campaign to bring them under commu- 
nity control. They even tempered their 
language after Hilliard’s bellicose peace'* 
speech. Whatever Newton thought of the 
threat on Mr. Nixon’s life, he didn’t like 
the part where Hilliard added, “F— that 
mother-f man!” People won’t re- 

late to tba f talk, Newton told Hilliard 
later. But, Hilliard protested, it was the 
language of the ghetto. Mavhe so, said 
Newton— but would you use it in front of 
vour mother? Hilliard agreed lie wouldn’t 
—not those words, anyway— and public 
swearing has been taboo ever since. 

None of this, of course, is very persua- 
sive to the police: their verdict on the 
Panthers is that they are a murderous 
gang of brigands bent on robbing the rich 
and the poor and keeping everything 
themselves. For all the Marxist-Leuinist. 
linjio^ few lawmen argue that the Pan-^ 
triers are run or heavily financed from 
abroad. One State Department expert, 
on the contraiy, thinks that the Russians, 
who could afford to help the Panthers, 
consider them anarchists and that the 
Algerians, tlu* Syrians and the Palestinian 
guerrillas, who rather like them, don’t 
have the money to spare. Tlu* tar more 
common police view is that the Panthers 
principal means of support is their guns. 
The McClellan subcommittee produced 
one purged Panther, Larry Powell, who 
testified that he had planned robberies 
on party orders and that the split was 
two-thirds for tlu* robbers, one-third for 
the party. (The Panthers say Powell was 
expelled precisely because he was a 
“jive-time tavern robber”— a chaigc Pow- 
ell says they lodged truly aftei lie got 
caught.) And a sixteen-page confidential 
memo cimeiitly emulating in tlu* fed 
rial intelligent c community says 350 
Panthers were aiiesled in 150 srpaialc 
cases in IMt). not" only on weapons raps 
lltil on such common < nmiu.il tliatges as 
robbery, burglaiy, pm m- snat< lung, auto 
theft and namihcs violations I fir n j»oit 
furthei accuses them o! hav mg killed five 
policemen and wound* d 13 oner ()< to- 
be r 1007— a tallv it lists undm tin- head- 
ing “I’npmv oked Att.u ks on pi.Ju *■ 


Ix^nother western metaphor--the aged outlaw reliving 
^ The old showdowns. This reduces all political activi- 
ty to romantic adventuristic 


^Newsweek chosses to use an unattributed quotation here, 
rather than a statement written by them. They amplify* 
and sustain divisions among blacks. Yet if the quote 
is examined, you see that it doesn f t mean what they 
want it to. If people are afraid to join the Panthers 
for fear of being bumped off, it*s not the Panthers 
they fear--lt*s the cops who murder Panthers. 


#Ve ry early in the history of the party, the Panthers 
formed a coalition for a particular project with the 
white Peace and Freedom Party. The Panthers have 
always said that cooperation with shite groups made 
sense at certain tines. According to Newsweek, if 
the Panthers don't work with white groups, they are 
racist; and if they do, then they've sold out their 
roots and are seeking protection. Newsweek writes 
out of such a cynical view of the world that political 
cooperation to achieve stated goals is simply not 
a motive they can conceive of. 

-The Panthers have always felt that the only way 
to achieve many of the goals Martin Luther King 
spoke of was to create new structures like free 
breakfast programs and medical clinics , and to 
protect with armed self-defense these structures 
and the black community. 


-This paragraph trieo to give the impression that 
the Panthers, having seen how they had displeased 
white society, are not busily reworking their image. 
The Panthers don't deal in images and appearances, 
pie Panthers deal in reality, and always have, like 
feeding children, providing medical care, and 
protecting their people from the police. There 
are no "new" Panthers. 


The Panthers get their financial support from the 
people; from the sales of the Panther newspaper 
(which has a weekly circulation of 100,000) and 
the proceeds from speaking engagements (Bobby Seale 
and Kathleen Cleaver earned $90,000 in fees last 
year) for instance. It is interesting that Newsweek 
considers the police and state department to bo 
more legitimate sources of information about Panther 
finances than the Panthers themselves. That Newsweek does 
not once mention the mass Indigenous support they have 
must be a deliberate editorial decision. 


Reflects Newsweek* s refusal to recognize Knrx 
and Lenin as legitimate political theorists whose 
analyses are considered relevant by many Americans. 


There is no discussion of the fact that arrests on 
potty chi»r<»pc are one of the rain instruments of 
harrassnont of political people, Ey context Newsweek 
Implies that the arrest figure corroborates the 
content - ion that the Panthers support themselves 
through petty crime. 
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Crazy Cats: The Panthers naturally ur- 
gin' that the “att arks’ were provoke* I t? 
that they shoot only in self-defense. 
Hot the\ finely admit that the y grew too 
mm h too soon around the lime of New- 
ton's trial in 19BS and that a good mans 
hoodlums, thieves, spies, provocateurs, 
jivers, and fools checked in before they 
could he thoroughh cheeked out As 
Seale tells it. “Some of these fools come 
in and say ‘! got mv s--- [ghetto for gun], 
let’s kill some pigs.’ Oh, no, man. We had 
to let a lot of ’em go. A lot of 'em. Some 
of them cats are crazy.” Some, according 
to Seale, did draw on the cops. Some 
used the party as a base for petty crime. 
And some were double agents; the Pan- 
thers believe now that at least half a 
dozen chapters were actually organized 
by infiltrators to pre-empt the field with 
pussy-cat organizations in Panther cloth- 
ing. “The cats,” says Seale, “weren’t 
right.” So, more than a vear ago, the 
part\ closed down its rolls and began a 
purge that jettisoned perhaps 1,000 
members. The hooks are still closed to- 
day: the Panthers, decimated though 
they may be, have grown suspicious to 
the point of paranoia about strangers. 

The question now is whether the Pan- 
thers can survive without them. Newton 
can still get the basic line out of prison 
through visitors newspaper and televi- 
sion interviews— hut the day-to-day con- 
duct of Panther affairs has fallen to Hil- 
liard, who strikes Panther watchers as 
considerably less magnetic and consider- 
ably more doctrinaire. Seale is, in his own 
wry words, “laying around jail and think- 
ing about 1984”— and living in the shad- 
ow of the electric chair. Cleaver, after 
an unhappy stay in Cuba and footloose 
ramblings around the Communist world, 
was trying to make a home in a little 
Panther commune-in-exile on the Medi- 
terranean just out of Algiers. But friends 
said it wasn’t working out very well— that 
Cleaver was finding the prices high, the 
language barrier taxing, the natives 
chilly, the weather chillier (he was, he 
told one* editor, “too cold to write”) and 
his wife homesick for America. He spoked 
only a month ago of coming back ana got 
his baby, Maceo, a passport. But the 
Panthers’ defender-in-chief, Charles Gar- 
ry, a white old leftist whose counsel they 
accept without question, thinks that they 
shouldn't attempt coming home— and in 
fact won’t “until we have a different form 
of government.” Friends abroad agree. 
“Eldridge,” said one, “doesn’t want to 
wake up dead.” 

So the Panthers, behind their bravado, 
are desperate for iriends. The civil-liber- 
ties issue started a round of white-liberal 
fund-raising affairs, notably the glittery 
assemblage that met several live Panthers 
at Leonard Bernstein’s Manhattan du- 
plex, and ponied up $12,000 for the New 
York defense fund. But Bernstein took 
such a hiding in the press (“elegant slum- 
ming, sniffed The New York Times) that 
the central issue of equal justice got lost 
and other potential givers backed off. 
The alternative was the black community 
— but the Panthers’ running romance with 
the white radical left has stunted their 
roots back home. “These people,” Bayard/ 
lUi stin said sourly of the affluent left, “are 
really saving, ‘You sic ’em, nigger Pan- 
thers. ) on bring about a revolution for 
us while we go on living our nice little 
jolly lives. You niggers do it. Well he 
right behind you-at a considerable dis- 
tance The Panthers* troubles with the 
law brought the black leadership to their 
side for the fiist time, the irony was that 
then lives may prove To have been the^ 
pi it e of their legitimacy. 

Chances: for the pressure on the Pan- 
thers IS deep and getting deeper The 
Justice Department under Lyndon John- 
son’s Attorney Ceneial, Bamsey C lark, 
i hose to view the Panthers niainlv as a 
local law-enforcement problem, not as a 
national menace. Anoidmgh. when 


/There are many active women Panthers, but Kathleen 
f Cleaver Is the only one mentioned, and this reference 
presents her to Newsweek's readers as her husband's 
’homesick 1 * appendage. She Is as much a revolutionary 
as he and her alleged homesickness would be more 
accurately described as a longing to be in America 
contributing to the liberation struggle of her people. 


^He is no authority on or friend to the black movement. 
His position was made clear in 1964 when he acted as 
Hubert Humphrey's envoy In forcing the Mississippi 
Freedom Democratic Party to accept a humiliating 
compromise in their bid for equal representation at 
the Democratic Convention. Newsweek again pits one 
black against another--hldlng behind the use of 
a quotation, Newsweek uses Bayard Rustln to validate 
their political stance. 


‘We don't think that murder Is ironical. 
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Hoover asked authority for the FBI to 
bug them, Clark turned him down. “Life,” 
said one veteran of those days, “is full of 
chances. The question is whether you’re 
going to exhaust yourself guarding 
against dangers that don’t exist.” But 
John Mitchell’s Justice Department takes 
the Panthers seriously. If a Hilliard 
threatens the President, said one Panther 
specialist there, “we can’t afford to sit 
back and say, ‘That’s just rhetoric.’ They 
have the capability of killing any govern- 
ment official, and I ni nut going hi grt 
into the position of having to walk around 
apologizing after they do it.” Justice ac- 
cordingly has joined the war on Panther- 
ism; knowledgeable hands assume that 
Hoover has his bugging authority now. 

The war is one the Panthers cannot 
win. “The Panthers are dead,” said one 
California lawman. The obituary is no 
doubt premature. Vet it is so that there i.s 
a streak of suicide about the Panthers— a 
recklessness of the fact that to choose the 
gun is to court death by gunfire. Virtual 
Murrell was a Panther once, but he 
quit abruptly about a year ago. “Revo- 
lutionaries by the time they’re 40 are 
either dead or in prison or lying on park 
benches,” he said. “Frankly, I’m scared.” 
Yet it was equally plain that the Pan- 
thers felt driven to the gun— and that, 
even if they died, their bitter despera- 
tion would haunt America as long as the 
conditions that spawned it exist. “The 
next generation,” said Virtual Murrell, 
“may not be Black Panther in name. But 
they will be Black Panther in mind.” 




ore obfiscatory bullshit. This says that every 
soldier who goes to war for a cause has a streak of 
suicide in him because he exposes himself to the 
possibility of death. Newsweek tries to teach 
people that political dedication is a manifestation 
of a death wish. 


lis whole paragraph functions to prepare white 
America for the extermination of the Black Panthers, 


YOUR TALENTS AND RESOURCES ARE MISUSED BY NEWSWEEK 
TO MAKE PROFIT FROM THIS KIND OF JOURNALISM, WHICH 
PERPETUATES RACIST LIES AND KEEPS ITS WOMEN AND 
BLACK EMPLOYEES IN SUBORDINATE POSITIONS. SILENCE 
BECOMES TANTAMOUNT TO APPROVAL — IT IS TIME 
FOR ALL NEWSWEEK WORKERS TO ORGANIZE FOR CONTROL 
OF THE MAGAZINES CONTENT, SO THAT WHAT GOES OUT 
TO THE PEOPLE TELLS THE TRUTH AND SSRVES THEIR 
NEEDS. 

ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE l 
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EDITORIAL 


The Role 


of the Black B anther 


Party - Reviewed 


I 'i 

- * 



I find it necessary to write 
this article, because of the trans- 
formation in the pig press 

transformation in terms of their 
literary style and technique in 
degrading the Black Panther Party. 
I am writing this article due to 
the derogatory manner in which 
anti- revolutionary or counter- 
revolutionary propaganda is being 
put out. And I am specifically 
referring to the February 23, 
1970 issue of Newsweek on the 
cover of which is spread photos 
of members of the Black Panther 
Party. In this magazine the text 
has nothing to do with what the 
cover is all about The cover 
doesn’t warrent the text of that 
article. I also want to refer to 
the February 26, 1970 issue of 
the Jet magazine, on which the 
cover is a portrait of the Commu- 
nication Secretary of the Black 
Panther Party, Kathleen Cleaver. 
I’d also like to bring into this 
the February 18, 1970 issue of the 
San F rancisco Chronicle in the 
movie advertising section where 
some critic by the name of 
John L. Wiserman has made 
statements referring to the Black 
Panther Party in regards 
to how much the Black Panther 
Party and Black Peoples' Libera- 
tion Army relates to a movie 
entitled “The Molly McQuirers". 

I willquote a few sentences from 
that article, Mr. Wiserman, said 
“of the non- Hollywood pictures, 
it is the most controversial (re- 
ferring to “The Molly Mc- 
qulrers") It would be more effec- 
tive I think in black and white. 
There is a bit of cliche in the 
romance department and the sound 
tract often shamelessly announces 
what is about to take place. But 
it is still a tremendously power- 
ful film and the first film to deal 
effectively with the phenomenon 
and nature of the Black Panther 
Party'*. (Although there is NARY 
a Black face to be seen.) It is 
set in the Pennsylvania coalmines 
in 1876, but to see the “Molly 
McQuirers'’ as a simple histori- 
cal drama Is to see only half the 
picture, “The Molly McQuirers" 
Is also very precisely about the 
Panthers, so I would like to direct 
this article to the people In the 
community who are possibly being 
confused about this latest propa- 
ganda scheme by the pig press. 

1 want to explain that Newsweek 
reporters contacted our Chief of 
Staff, David Hilliard, and asked 
for some photographs of some 
Black Panthers, some so-called 
leaders They told the Chief of 
Staff that they had already been to 
see Bobby Seale and had an inter- 
view and they simply needed 
photographs. So I would like to 
sa> to the people in the commun- 
ity, every >ne who’s involved in 
the liberation struggle inamerica, 

I would like to say to you that 
we, the Black Panther Party, 
consider this issue of Newsweek 
magazine and probably all of their 
issues to be venom spouted from 
the mouths of snakes' or in this 
case ‘from the pen of a snake or 


serpent* , because they' re charac- 
erizing our Party in a very un- 
materlalistic and undialectlc way. 
They make statements that would 
lead one to believe that the 
Black Panther Party is something 
other than a liberation army, put 
together by the poor and oppressed 
oppressed people. 

Jet magazine, that most widely 
spread magazine, is read by many 
poor and oppressed Black people 
throughout the ghettos of america. 
We would like to point out to the 
people who read this magazine 
that when they read this article, 
they will find that the cover 
indicates a story on a member 
of the Black Panther Party becom- 
ing an actress. In the contents 
of this article, however, it says 
very little about the role of 
Kathleen In the movie, and it's a 
movie that I can’t pronounce the 
name of. But it‘s very .obvious 
that they are more dedlcai 1 to 
giving a run-down of Kathleen's 
background by making references 
as to her father's social status 
and his job and his function in 
society, and by making comparison 
between Kathleen, a member of the 
Black Panther Party, and Ertha 
Kitt they even state she looks 
like some other actress. I think 
that people should understand that 
the Black Panther Party Is not 
composed of actors and actresses 
....we prove that through our prac- 
tice. I think that this dates back 
to when Huey P Newton first 
began to Implement the ideas and 
the programs that answered the 
problems of the poor and oppressed 
in america, specifically Black 
people. 1 think that the people 
should understand that the mass 
media has always controlled the 
minds of controlled a great major- 
ity of the minds of the people 
when it comes to Information con- 
cerning the people's struggle and 
the heroes of that struggle. I 
think that people should understand 
that Huey P Newton was not an 
actor; Huey P Newton was and is 
a genius in our time, he is the 
man who went forth and imple- 
mented all of the things that Mal- 
colm X talked about and what 
Malcolm was teaching. I think 

people should remember that 
Huey is our prophet of the gun 
and that Huoy understood that 
whenever a people are striving 
for their liberation, they must 
have the basic tools for their lib- 
eration. I think that people should 
remember the standard that Huey 
set when he placed himself in 
front of the community, in front 
to shield the community from the 
vicious service revolver of a pig 
sent down by a lying, deceiving 
ruling class. Huey placed him- 
self between the people and the 
vicious pig who would do harm 
to the people, and when ,ie placed 
himself there, there wasn' t a silent 
image, an Image of an actor. Huey 
was not silent Huey was talking, 
Hue> was speaking, Huey was 
communicating with the people ana 
telling them that they had a right 


to bear arms in self-defensu And 
the press because of that, because 
of that stand that Huey P. Newton 
took, chose to aid and abet the 
cause of the ruling class and all 
the pigs of the power structure. 
They began by painting the Black 
Panther Party as the hoodlums 
of the society, as the prophets 
of violence, as those people who 
would go out and kill all White 
people. They chose very care- 
fully to paint the B P p as being 
racist, as being the most venomous 
element of racist american 
society, it is very obvious, or 
it should be very obvious to the 
people who the real racist in our 
society is,andwho the real prophet 
of violence is. pecause loll g uv _ 
fore the Black Panther Party was 
thought about, or before there was 
any Implementation of any form of 
resistance such as the B.P P. 
has portrayed, the prophet of vio- 
lence was the United States' ruling 
class- -the B P.F. is not responsi- 
ble for dropping bombs on the 
people of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 
Black people were not responsible 
for the genocide perpetrated a 
gainst the people of Korea and the 
Black Panther Party and Black 
people are not responsible for the 
massacre and day-to-day genocide 
being perpetrated against the Viet- 
namese people, by the forces of 
U S imperialism, capitalism, and 
racism 

I think that Black people should 
understand the technique of 
a transformation of the 
news media and its slander ization 
of the Black Panther Party. 

When we talk about a trans- 
formation we talk about taking the 
picture of a hoodlum and turning 
him into a misunderstood angel 
or something divorced from the 
community as in the case of Sis- 
ter Kathleen Cleaver they go into 
great detail of showing +he social 
status of her family and her back- 
ground. And this new cinema re- 
view tends to portray the Black 
Panther Party as being something 
to be romanticized, to bring peo- 
ple into our Party thinking that 
our Party is something very glam- 
orous. It should be understood 
that they do this because they can 
no longer paint the Black Panther 
Party as being the criminal be- 
cause of objective reality and cer- 
tain Indisputable facts such as that 
Fred Hampton was murdered In 
his sleep by outlaws who mas- 
querade as lawmen, who invaded 
the man’s home, his santuary, 
and attempted to massacre every- 
one in his home 

Due to many, many indisputable 
facts that have been exposed about 
the pigs, now they propagandize 
the people so that the people will 
look at us as being something 
separate, some movie stars, as 
people who areon television every- 
day. who are oft making money 
and enjoying themselves This 
is somewhat the same old tech- 
nique on the most sophisticated 
level and a keener level than 
before But the people can check 
this out, all they have to do is 


to read between ail those lines, 
read between those lines that are 
printed by the scum of the mass 
media. The pig press chooses to 
minimize the essence or the im- 
portance of a free breakfast for 
children program; they choose to 
minimize the people’s rights to 
self-defense and self-determina- 
tion they tend to minimize the 
relevence to Black people of Huey 
P. Newton and Bobby Seale and 
Eldrldge Cleaver; they lead the 
people Instead to believe that these 
are just figures out of touch with 
the people of the community. I 
would remind those who would be 
misled or misguided as to the 
role of the leaders of the Black 
Panther Party, I would remind the 
people that when Huey P. Newton 
took that revolutionary stand, he 
blew away the smoke screen that 
has divided the people from their 
liberation, asmoke screen placed 
in front of the people by the pigs 
in the form of those who talk 
but never take action, or those 
who spout rhetoric and never put 
it into practice. Huey P Newton 
blew that smoke screen away and 
when he blew that smoke screen 
away, there went up a loud cry, 
the cry of the Black Panther Party 
--there is no other way. We 
have tried everything, this is he 
moment in history when Black 
people Jjave had jio choice but 
to move and move rapidly to gain 
their freedom. Justice and all the 
ingredients of 'civilized living’ 
that have been denied to them or 
to us. And now is the time to 
‘sieze the time* and we, the Black 
Panther Party, say to these maga- 
zines, Newsweek in particular, due 
to your devious, viporous manner 
of selling propaganda to the 
masses, that you’ve now placed the 
Black Panther Party in the posi- 
tion that no one else from the 
mass media will get any more 
interviews from us. We would 
say that you have served your 
cause well and that you have done 
an ample job propagandizing for 
ameriKKKa Imperialist and a- 
murlKKKa fascist. You have made 
an excited effort to minimize 
through your Dropaganda the rele- 
vence of the revolutionary struggle 
in ameriKKKa. In tr>ir>g to deter 
the Interest of other lib* ration 
fighters around the world by your 
means, we say that you made very 
clear your position, that you have 
done your best in trying to por- 
tray the movement, the liberation 
struggle, of the Black Panther 
Party in Us effort to help to 
liberate Black people, we would 
say you've done the best tltat 
you could and from here forth 
you write what you choose, but 
don't come around the Black 
Panther Party, because we’re 
revolutionary and you are the 
enemy, you are part of the problem 
and we have nothing to sa> to 
you, except “WL WILL KILL ANY- 
ONE WHO STANDS IN THE WAY 
OF OUR FREEDOM' 

BIG MAN 
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THE PRESS COMES TO LAOS 
By Hugo Hill 
LIBERATION News Service 

VIENTIANE, Laos (LNS)-- With the recent escala 1 - 
tion of fighting in Laos, the establishment press has 
found a new story to replace the repetitious drama 
of Vietnam. Just one month ago, the Vientiane press 
corps consisted of half a dozen stringers and free- 
lancers. There are now more than fifty reporters here, 
representing all the major capitalist propaganda or- 
gans 

An ABC television team flew in from Toyko, hop- 
ing for some combat footage from the Plain of Jars. 

The New York Times sent Henry Kamm up from Bangkok,, 

The wire services’ top guns in Saigon came panting 
after "informed sources” in Vientiane, 

After they arrive in Vientiane, the thousands 
of P°fmericans (press and diplomatic corps plus some 
industrial representatives) are kept carefully sep- 
arated from the "natives". Most of the "Official 
community" lives at "Km-6"-- an American suburb 
transplanted whole to an isolated chunk of land six 
kilometers from Vientiane. And, In Vientiane, even 
the American Embassy is a humble one-story structure 
on a side street While the pervasive second-rate 
atmc >phere in Km-6 may be good for a laugh, the 
press people know that it won't arouse the same in- 
terest at home as exploding napalm, and televised 
interviews with dying soldiers c 

But, the press won't get to talk to any battle- 
field casualties or to observe any "search and 
destroy" miss ions led by the Green Berets,. The Royal 
Laotian government is not eager to publicize the 
extent of ICS, activities here, so they prohibit re- 
porters from going into combat zones,. And, since 
there is virtually no transportation in Laos, other 
than the CIA's Air America, a reporter can only go 
where the Royal Laotian government wants him to go-- 
and , therefore , can see only what the government wants 
him to see. Furthermore, the U.S. Embassy, also not 
anxious to have another of its Asian wars televised 
at home, supports and aids the Vientiane government 
in its efforts to confine the press to sleepy Vien- 
tiane 

1 r. dnp^nA t really bother mo^t nf fhp Dp.wqpnp^r- 
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men. They can crank their copy out of the briefings 
provided by U.S, military attaches-- how many 
thousand Russian tanks destroyed in northern Laos, 
etc. --but meanwhile, the TV men are left idly 
guzzling Scotch in the Lane Xang bar,. They would 
like to film the American "presence" here, but in 
Vientiane that presence is kept as inconspicuous 
as possible. 

Air America will not carry the TV men to see 
villages being bombed or to interview Green Beret 
officers in their secret camps, so there's not much 
left to film. 

The only catch in this arrangement is that it's 
getting the press-- especially the TV men-- angry 
and that's something the Royal Laotian govemement 
can't afford to do„ 

So the Royal Laotian government has a problem-- 
how can they please the press without letting the 
"cat out of the bag 0 " 

And, they've solved it by giving the reporters 
a quick, carefully "guided" tour of the country. 

This program of "tours" is the result of real 
teamwork between the U,S,. and the Royal Laotian gov- 
ernment. The press corps is flown around Laos and gets 
official briefings in each of the five military reg- 
ions. And, the TV men get some special treats-- a 
flight over the "Ho Chi Minh trail", joy rides in 
T-28 bombers and "Spooky" gunships, and visits to 
a few remote military outposts. 

The Newspapermen revel in the exotic datelines, 
while the TV cameras zoom in on barefoot Laotian 
soldiers weighted down with M-16's c 

What the press will not see is the Green Berets 
leading Meo mercenaries on patrol, B-52's devastating 
peasant villages, and American fighter-bombers 
spewing napalm and fragmentation bombs over the Laotian 
countryside „ 

And lest there be any doubt. Prime Minister 
Souvanna Phouma emphasized the point when he gave the 
assembled press corps instructions for the guided 
tour: "Please don't write about anything you don't 
see. " 

— 30— 
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"They [the supporters of the right-wing junta] are 
more patriotic about American dollars than they are 
about Cambodia," Prince Norodom Sihanouk , ousted 
neutralist leader of Cambodia- May 18, 1970 
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NIXON ON LAOS 
by Hugo Hill 
LIBERATION News Service 

VIENTIANE, Laos (LNS) -- Dick Nixon is up 
to his old tricks again. On March 6 he issued a 
policy statement on Laos, supposedly to give the 
American people "full information" on the back- 
ground and present situation in this country. 

Like Nixon himself, the statement is devious and 
deceptive c 

Nixon portrays the U.S 0 as a reluctant war- 
rior, assisting hapless little Laos, at the re- 
quest of the government, to resist "foreign ag- 
gression*" The record is different. 

Nixon makes much of the fact that in the 
1961-62 negotiations which led to the Geneva Ac- 
cords on Laos both North Vietnam and the Soviet 
Union supported Prince Souvanna Phouma for his 
present role as Prime Minister* 

The claim is true, but Nixon leaves out some 
important history. Souvanna Phouma at that time was 
a genuine neutralist, on good terms with the rev- 
olutionary Pathet Lao„ 

Souvanna had headed the Laotian government 
until December 1960 when a CIA-sponsored right- 
wing coup ousted him* He then went into exile in 
Cambodia and a few months later slipped back in- 
to Laos to set up a joint neutralist-leftist 
headquarters on the Plain of Jars. This anti- 
fascist coalition was maintained by a Soviet air- 
lift of vital supplies. 

All the socialist powers called for a neutral- 
ized Laos and continued to back up the neutral- 
ist-leftist coalition headed by Souvanna Phouma 
as an alternative to the right-wing junta suppor- 
ted by the U.S* 

When the Geneva conference opened in May 
1961 the United States still supported the clique 
of right-wing generals who had illegally seized 
power in December 1960. President Kennedy spoke 
then of the "support for the present duly con- 
stituted government." The U.S, supported the right- 
wing junta until May 1962 when it became apparent 
that they were betting on a loser* The turning 
point came in May 1962 when the Pathet Lao lib- 
erated Nam Tha, the last bastion of junta strength 
26 


in north-western Laos. Only then did the U,S, 
throw in the towel and agree to a neutralist coali- 
tion government, 

Souvanna Phouma was chosen to head the new 
government, but though he is still the Prime Mini- 
ster, the present government is not the same as the 
one that was agreed upon at Geneva^ 

In April 1964 the rightists, again supported 
by the CIA, staged another coup. The result, this 
time, was not a complete seizure of state power 
but a new coalition* The rightist armed forces, and 
some of the neutralists, were integrated into a new 
National Army, to the exclusion of the leftists. 
Right-wing officers occupied key positions in the 
military structure and gained control over the im- 
portant military regions* The Pathet Lao announced 
that it no longer recognized Souvanna Phouma* s 
government, since it was no longer neutralist, and 
withdrew their remaining Ministers from Vientiane, 

In the course of this political breakdown, 
the neutralist forces split among themselves* Some 
(the so-called "dissident neutralists") went into 
the hills and allied themselves with the Pathet 
Lao; others, including Souvanna Phouma, stayed in 
Vientiane and joined the rightists. 

During the eight years since the Geneva Con- 
ference, Souvanna Phouma has moved from left-of- 
center to right-of-center (he was never as left-wing 
as the Pathet Lao, and is not yet as right wing 
as, say, Thieu and Ky), and in the process he has be- 
come totally dependent on American aid, which shores 
up both his economy and his army. 

And during the same period Souvanna ! s power 
has been sharply curtailed. While he still seems to 
conduct Laos ! s foreign affairs, it is the right- 
wing generals who run the internal affairs of 
Laos . 


To claim, then, as Nixon does, that "the pre- 
sent Government of Laos (is) the one originally 
proposed and approved by the Communists" is pa- 
tently ridiculous. This distortion is only one of 
a series of fabrications designed to maintain 
popular support for further involvement in South- 
east Asia. 

Nixon: There are 67,000 Nortli Vietnamese 
troops in Laos, 


Page . 


LIBERATION News Service 


(#242) 


March 18, 1970 


more 


Pact: Even U.S. military attaches here (and 
they are the ones who provide Nixon with his in- 
formation) claim only 40,000 North Vietnamese 
troops, and even that number is undoubtedly ex- 
aggerated,, 

Nixon: "There are no American ground com- 
bat troops in Laos." 

Fact: Armed Green Berets regularly go on 
patrol with Laotian mercenaries. 

Nixon: "No American stationed in Laos has 
ever been killed in ground combat operations." 

Pact: More than twenty Americans, mostly 
Green Berets, have been killed here. 

Nixon: "In every instance our combat air 
operations have taken place only over those parts 
of Laos occupied and contested by North Viet- 
namese and other Communist forces." 

Fact: Of course. The U.S. bombs only liber- 
ated territory; but that territory has a popu- 
lation of more than a million people, and Ameri- 
can bombing has completely devastated the peo- 
ple’s villages and farms. 

Nixon :"The U.S. government directly or in- 
directly employs 1040 Americans in Laos." 

Fact: Nixon fails to count the Green Berets 
stationed in secret camps and those who commute 


BLACK RADICALS IN PHILADELPHIA RAIDED 
LIBERATION News Service 

PHILADELPHIA, Pennsylvania (LNS)-- Eleven members, 
aged 16 to 21, of the Black Unification Society (BUS) 
were arrested here March 10 and 11 on charges includ- 
ing burgulary, larceny, firearems violations, and 
conspiracy. The group has been working to set up com- 
munity education programs and a free breakfast program 
in North Phildelphia. Although they distribute Black 
Panther Party literaure and hope to institute similar 
programs, they are not-- as the Philadelphia establish- 
ment paper, the Bulletin, asserted-- members of the 
Black Panther Party, nor is the BUS a Panther "satel- 
lite". 

On March 10, a cop arrested four members of the 
society after finding firearms and ammunition on 
them during what appeared to be a random stop and search. 
The next morning Philadelphia police, Treasury agents, 
and FBI agents raided a North Philadelphia home and 
forced the seven BUS men and women inside to stand a- 
gainst the wall for nearly three hours as they searched 
the house and confiscated firearms and duplicating 
equipment. Charges of burglary and larceny were brought 
against the seven, because the duplicating equipment 


daily from their base in Udom, Thailand. was allegedly stolen from a city agency and elementary 

Nixon: "We support both the 1962 Geneva school. 

Agreements and the legitimate government of Prime The Bulletin reported that the living room window 
Minister Souvanna Phouma." the house was barricaded with sandbags and the din- 

Fact: Nixon can’t have it both ways. Since ing room windows were boarded up with wooden planks and 
the present right-wing dominated government was sheet metal with "peepholes suitable for a rifle." The 


set up by a coup and not by the Geneva Agree- 
ments, it is not legitimate. 

Nixon’s statement, designed to quash pop- 
ular opposition to another imperialist venture 
in Southeast Asia, is a fraud. By focusing on 


Bulletin did not mention the nationwide campaign of 
repression against black radicals that makes these 
precautions necessary. The West Philadelphia Black 
Panther Party has been burglarized three times since 
last July and was firebombed only two days before the 


North Vietnamese involvement here, Nixon hopes BUS arrests. 


cover up the massive American escalation that 
has occured in the last year. 

-30- 

*********************************************** 
ELDRIDGE : "George Washington was a man whose 
heart throbbed when he heard the Declaration 
of Independence, then he would go home and have 
his slaves set the table for him. We hold 
these truths to be self-evident and we're going 
to make a lot of other things self-evident..." 
******»*************'*************** **********5 


The BUS people were not arraigned for 24 hours, 
and for 20 hours they were given no food. The groiup 
included a pregnant woman. Bail was set at sums ranging 
from $2500 to $15,000. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY PAYMENTS UP? 

-- HAWAIIAN WELFARE WORKER TELLS OF CATCH 

By Jon Olsen 
LIBERATION News Service 

HONOLULU (LNS) -- With considerable publicity* 
the national administration has raised the Social 
Security payments of its recipients 15% effective 
in April, 

"Well," someone is bound to say. "at least 
that shows that the government does make some at 
tempt to recognize the effect of inflation on fix- 
ed income, and is trying to help poor people " 

Not so fast; Mr., Liberal, 

As a social worker for the Welfare Department, 

I am one of thousands of welfare workers across 
the nation who have received instructions concern 
ing what to do with this increase- Welfare pay- 
ments are made in inverse proportion to other 
sources of income. Hence, since social security 
payments are going up 5 welfare must come down 

If the cut in welfare exactly matched the rise 
m social security: the situation would be too ob- 
viously giving with the left hand and a retraction 
with the right. Therefore- we welfare workers are 
instructed to disregard $4 of the increase in ma 
king the new budgets. That is, the 15% gain ad- 
vertised amounts to a net real gam to the recipi- 
ent of $4 a month. 

Here's an example using realistic figures 
as I've done the payment changes 

An ex-worker on a sugar plantation, single, 
male, Filipino, age 72, is receiving $80 a month 
in Social Security payments and $35 from Welfare 
This constitutes his total income He has rela 
tives in the Philippines, but cannot afford to 
return to be with them in his old age He hard- 
ly speaks English -- just enough to manage He 
has been living in a tiny partly furnished little 
house with four others m similar conditions in the 
ghettoized part of Honolulu, 

All the streets and boulevards teem with 
heavy traffic all day trailer trucks wjth 
Diesel engines, buses with their putrid iumes 
whining motorcycles, and, worst of ai i jet planes 
passing overhead every few minutes not more than 
1,000 feet up,. 

Th e man lias been rece ntly informed ih a t _h i_s 
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Social Security check will be up 15%,. meaning* 

$12 a month more - or so he thinks . What he 
doesn t realize is that right now the welfare 
workers, through no choice of their own are 
changing his montly welfare check to $27 If 
he actually could get the full effects of the 15% 
increase in his Social Security payments he would 
be able to raise his present income from $125 a 
month to $137 As it is the increase is only to 
$ 1 3 1 a mere 4 % - 

I called the Research and Statistic:. O/fLce 
of the Welfare Department to find out the propor 
t ion of people receiving both Social Security and 
welfare m order to get some idea of how many 
people would be affected. 1 was told that approxi 
mately 8% of the aged m Hawaii receive Social 
Security payments - Of these 8% s 85% also receive 
welfare benefits t In Hawaii, this means about 2,600 
people will be denied the full benefit of the 15% 
Social Security increase. 

- 30 ' 
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TIMOTHY LEARY DEFENSE FUND MAKES PLEA 
LIBERATION News Service 

BERKELEY. Calif, (.LNS) - Timothy Leary, who 
has been convicted by a Texas court for possession 
of marijuana; still faces further prosecution in 
California- He is currently m the Orange County 
Jail in Santa Anna Calif,, , awaiting trial. The 
total legal charges against Leary add up to 30 
years "With Leary at 50, that constitutes a life 
sentence." writes the Leary Freedom Fund 

Allen Ginsberg, the poet issued a statement on 
the Leary case, urging people to send money 

"Since 1 hope to breathe together with Dr 
Leary on earth decades more, 1 vow to pay his legal 
life dues and hope all who have benefit ted from 
his humane, mind expanding research will join 
their energies to make money to pay for legal 
defense of his freedom Some way must be found 
among us to fund Dr. Leary's Constitutional appeal 
or alter the entire economic structure of the law 
so that citizens kidnapped by police bureaucracy 
need not be ransomed to freedom by victimized 
farm lies " 

Contributions may be sent to Leary Freedom 
fund. 1230 Queens Rd Berkeley. Calif 
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RAF' a CAL - DEMAND COI.UMBl * PAY r ANTHER BAIL 
LIBERATION News Service 

NEW YORK (LNSJ-- '’Columbia must pay!” That is 
the slogan of radicals at Columbia University who 
axe asking the city’s wealthy university, located 
on the edge of ilarlem ; to go bail for the New York 
Panther 21. 

The campaign is being organized by the December 
4 Movement (D4M) , an informal grouping of student 
and off- campus radicals- -named for the date on which 
Pxed Hampton ; chairman of the Illinois Black Panthers, 
was murdered by police. 

Columbia has been given a series of ultimatums 
bv D4M- either the university goes the Panthers ? 
ban (nearly $1 million), or it will end up spending 
the santj amount of money making repairs to damaged 
property. So far* the university senate and the 
university officials have rejected the suggestion that 
Columbia provide bail money. 

The most dramatic action in the campaign came 
March 13. On that day., Abbie Hoffman spoke to about 
2 500 students at an outdoor rally. After that about 
600 students invaded the Business School briefly to 
dramatize the Panther demand. Later that night, fol- 
lowing a brief rally, about 300 people participated 
in a window-breaking attack on the Business School. 
Damage was reported at about $50,000. There were no 
arrests, but a court injunction prohibiting further 
"disruptions" was issued a few days later. 

D4M members, who have passed out leaflets and 
organized rap sessions in dormitories, report wide- 
spread student sentiment m favor of the Panthers. 

But, the activists admit, they have not been able 
to recruit large numbers of students for some of 
the more militant actions.. Meanwhile, the campus 
chapters of the Young Socialist Alliance and the 
horkcr-S:udent Alliance have denounced the use of 
violence by D4M. 

While D4M and their supporters are confident of 
the importance of involving white students in an 
anti racism struggle, such as the Panther defense 
work, there are many problems to be faced. The demand 
has not been tied to other issues affecting the stu- 
dents . and many students do not immediately see the 
connection between Columbia and the Pahthers. It has 


been the task of D4M to explain to students how in- 
stitutions like Columbia which fail to serve the 
black community and which develop anti -black programs 
such as urban counter-insurgency, are "part of the 
problem. M 
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FEDERAL JUDGE DISMISSES LNS SUIT: APPEAL 
IS READIED 

LIBERATION News Service 

NEW YORK(LNS)-- Federal District Judge Charles 
McLean has dismissed a suit filed by Liberation News 
Service and the former SDS New York Regional Office 
(now the Wimp Printing Collective). The suit had 
sought to stop the Senate Internal Security Subcommit- 
tee, headed by Senator James 0. Eastland, from obtain- 
ing the records of the two groups * accounts from the 
Chemical Bank. 

A temporary restraining order, which impeded the 
subcommittee’s work for several weeks, was discontinue 
ed as a result of McLean’s decision. 

McLean said that the suit should be filed in Wash- 
ington, not New York, but Fred Cohen of the Law Com*= 
mune, the LNS attorney, insisted that New York was 
the only place where legal action could be taken 
against both the Senate subcommittee and the bank. 

An appeal was readied for argument in the Second 
Circuit Court of Appeals. 

The legal assault on the committee is based on 
the defense of the First Amendment, including the 
right of revolutionary groups to disseminate their 
ideas . 

--30— 
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ASIAN AMERICANS GETTING IT TOGETHER 

NEW YORK (LNS)-- "Asians are no longer quiet 
Americans." So syas the Triple-A-- Asian -Americans 
for Action-- a New York-based group fighting for 
liberation and peace. For further information and a 
copy of the AAA newsletter, write to AAA Newsletter, 
Room 713, 225 Lafayette St . , New York, N.Y. 10032 
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REVOLTING WOMEN 

NEW YORK (LNS) -- Those castrating bitches 
are at it again. Give 'em an inch... and they... 
er. . . never satisfied. . .just gave 'em a cover 

story . . .back for more .... 

* * * 

Newsweek 's cover story on women's liberation 
had just hit the stands when 46 women on the staff 
filed a complaint Monday, Mar. 16 with the Federal 
Government charging that Newsweek had violated 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 -- 
which prohibits "segregation, classification, or 
any limitation of an employee" on the grounds 
of race, color, religion or sex. Most of the 
women employed by Newsweek are only researchers- - 
"editorial assistants" or "senior editorial 
assistants" to those of you who read the masthead. 
Newsweek uses these fancy titles to glorify an 
old oppressive myth -- women aren't such hot 
thinkers but they sure as hell can type, file, 
catalogue and make outlines like nobody else be- 
cause of their exceptional "aptitude for detail." 

One of Newsweek 's few women writers, Patricia 
Lyndon, observed, "There seems to be a gentlemen's 
agreement at Newsweek that women are researchers 
and men are writers -- the exceptions are few 
and far between," 

Osborn Elliot, Newsweek's editor m chief, 
cleared it all up in a statement denying any 
discrimination against women, explaining lucidly 
that the reason women are researchers is because 
of a "news tradition going back to almost fifty 
years . " 

Most women have very little interest in 
perpetuating such traditions . 
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OF, BY AND FOR THE WOMEN: FOR A CHANGE 

NEW YORK (LNS) -- "Never Underestimate 
the Power of a Woman" runs the slogan of Ladies 
Home Journal, a monthly women's magazine with a 
circulation of seven million. 

Over a hundred radical women barged into 
the magazine's editorial offices Mar. 18 to 
bring substance to that slogan, demanding a 
liberated issue of the magazine. 


Startled by the tactics of women from the 
National Organization of Women (NOW), the 
Feminists, Media Women, Redstockmgs , and New 
York Radical Feminists, who occupied the office 
for a full day, editor and publisher John Mack Carter 
promised to consider the demand. For the first 
time in the magazine's 87 depressing years, there 
may be some respite from the anti-woman exploitative 
advertising and role-reinforcing articles char- 
acteristic of all status-quo women's magazines 
supporting the "feminine mystique," 

The protestors also demanded a monthly column, 
a day-care center for working mothers, a training 
program, and end to degrading advertising, and 
acceptance of free lance articles. Planning for 
their Women's Liberation issue, which will contain 
articles on such topics as orgasm, birth control, 
abortion and the fashion racket, begins Monday, 

Mar. 23, when they meet with Mr. Carter as a be- 
ginning of "the end of the second-class status of 
women in American society." 

When the women were finally persuaded to 
leave, Carter told reporters: "Although they have 

a point, they can't have my job...." 
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ALABAMA BLACK LEADER GETS SEVEN YEARS 
MONTGOMERY, Ala. (LNS) -- The Rev. Richard 
C. Boone, executive director of the Alabama Action 
Committee, was sentenced Mar. 1 to seven years in 
jail. He had been charged with second degree 
arson for allegedly requesting a band of youths 
to burn down a Montgomery radio station which was 
not relating to the black community. 

Rev. Boone was convicted by an all-white, 
all-male jury on Feb. 27. The only "evidence" 
against him was contradictory testimony by two 
young black men from New York, who had allegedly 
conspired with Boone but were promised freedom 
if they testified against him. 

An appeal is planned, and funds are needed. 
Contact: Alabama Action Committee, P 0. Box 1545, 

Montgomery, Ala. 36102. Phone: 205-269-1183. 
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• CANADA IS STILL OPEN TO DESERTERS 
LIBERATION News Service 
MONTREAL (LNS) -- The American Deserters 
Committee (ADC) in Montreal is steadily expanding 
its program in housing, immigration, counseling 
and job procurement, according to a recent re- 
port issued by the ADC. It is important for 
people to know about ADC, "with 30,000 AWOLs 
running underground in the U.S. who don’t even 
know that Canada is safe, that there are no 
extradition treaties covering desertion," the 
statement said. The ADC says it does not ad- 
vocate desertion, seeing it as a personal choice 
for those who have no alternative - The group 
says that GIs usually split to Canada after an 
application as conscientious objector has been 
denied or after he already has orders to go 
to Vietnam. 

For information about desertion to Canada, 
contact American Deserters Committee, 102 
Villeneuve East, Montreal 151, Quebec, Canada, 
phone 514-845-6542. 
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CONSPIRACY TRIAL: AMERIKAN SPECTACULAR ON STAGE 
LIBERATION News Service 
SAN FRANCISCO (LNS) -- The biggest political 
circus spectacular in Amerikan history is being 
planned by Praxis, a San Francisco media group 
led by R.G. Davis, formerly of the Mime Troupe. 

The stars of the spectacular -- to be staged 
in coliseums in 15 Amerikan cities -- are the 
seven defendants of the Chicago conspiracy trial . 
They will all play their own roles in a theater- 
in-the-round production. John Seale of the Black 
Panther Party has been asked to play the part of 
his brother, Bobby. Some key witnesses will 
play themselves, while the other dramatis per- 
sonae of the trial will be played by actors, 
according to Davis' plan. 

The set for the drama will be a reproduction 
of the actual courtroom, on a revolving stage. 

Above the courtroom, screens will show evidence 
introduced into testimony, while large screens 
on all the walls of the arena will show silent 
films of the Vietnam War and other scenes of IJ . S. 
imperialism. 


A four-hour script is being prepared from 
the transcript of the four-month long trial. 

The realization of Davis' theatrical plans 
hinges on a few other factors. A promotor must 
be found, large halls must be rented, and defense 
attorneys must succeed in their attempts to keep 
the seven out of jail. 
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FLORIDA RADICAL GATHERING PLANNED 
LIBERATION News Service 

ST, PETERSBURG, Fla. (LNS) -- A statewide 
conference for the radical movement in Florida 
is planned for Apr. 3-5 in St. Petersburg. The 
organizers of the conference, including radical 
groups from St, Petersburg and Gainesville, hope 
that plans for a statewide anti-war march to be 
held Apr. 18. 

For further information, contact Community 
Liberation Movement, P.0. Box 13101, St. Petersburg, 
Fla. 33733. 
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NIXON'S NO 

LIBERATION News Service 

UNITED NATIONS, N.Y, (LNS) -- The United 
States cast its first U.N. Security Council veto 
in U.N- history on March 17 killing an Afro-Asian 
proposal condemning Great Britain for not using 
force to overthrow the white supremacist Rhodesian 
government. The unprecedented veto came only 
after the U.S. delegation had called Washington for 
President Nixon's authorization. 

Charles Yost, chief U.S, delegate said that 
only the most serious considerat ions had brought 
the U-S. to such a step. The veto set the US 
against the majority of the Security Council as 
well as the majority Afro-Asian bloc. Great 
Britain joined the U.S. in the veto. 

A compromise resolution passed the next day 
condemned the "illegal proclamation of republican 
status" by the illegal white minority regime of 
Southern Rhodesia, and calls on all governments to 
sever relations with the government. It also 
called on all states to "immediately interrupt any 
existing means of transportation to and from 

Sautnei n — R h odesia." -Diplomats were m agreement 
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that the compromise resolution would have little 
effect. "The important thing," said one Third 
World diplomat, "is that the United States 
wanted to stand up as a reactionary power and 
end its record of never having used a veto." 
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DIANA OUGHTON: DEATH AT AN EARL V AGE 

LIBERATION News Service 

NEW YORK (LNS) -- Diana Oughton, 28 years 
old, was one of three people who died in the ex- 
plosion on March 6 which completely destroyed a 
Greenwich Village townhouse. 

"I'm glad I'm not a writer," Diana had once 
said. "Whenever I try to describe someone it 
always sounds so partial." 

She knew how complicated people were. Every 
day of her life she was discovering how com- 
plicated she was herself -- tender and strong, 
with a warmth that touched everyone she knew, 
with hatred for a system that hated life. She 
was open and stubborn and loving; she was afraid 
sometimes but learning better every day how to 
overcome her fears . 

But it all does sound so partial. You can 
look at a poem by Berthold Brecht, "To Posterity," 
one of her favorites, with lines that go "Ah, 
what an age it is when to speak of trees is al- 
most a crime/ for it is a kind of silence against 
injustice." It should help you understand what 
she was about. 

Diana grew up in Dwight, Illinois, a small 
town 80 miles south of Chicago. Her family had 
money and upper-class credentials. Diana was 
sent to the Madeira School, an exclusive private 
school for girls in Virginia, to be groomed for 
her role as a woman in bourgeois society. 

She hated it. She sensed, even then, that 
there was something perverted about these values, 
and the loneliness she felt there was in part 
responsible for the direction her life was to 
take. After Madeira, she went to Bryn Mawr 
College in Pennsylvania, for four years of 
fashionable liberal arts. 

Diana got out of school in June, 1963. It 
was a time when liberal rhetoric still sounded 
fresh and noble, appealing to some of the best 


minds of a new generation. Civil rights, the* 

Peace Corps, the Alliance for Progress, nuclear 
disarmament: a world without war and misery. 

These beautiful words were somehow convincing 
then, and they seemed to indicate the only 
course of action open to a young woman who had 
taken seriously the humanistic values that camou- 
flage the brutal reality of Amerika. 

So Diana volunteered for VISA, a foreign 
assistance program sponsored by the American 
Friends Service Committee, and was sent to Guate- 
mala. For two years she lived m the Indian market 
town of Chichicastenango . 

What Diana saw there was unbearable suffering, 
premature death and crippling ignorance. 

She worked hard, incredibly hard, teaching 
people how to build latrines and stoves, training 
teachers for the literacy program, and helping set 
up a medical clinic. 

Slowly, she began to see that nothing really 
changed for the better in Chichicastenango as a 
result of her work. 

She didn't understand why -- not many of us 
did then -- but she wasn't the sort of person you 
could fool for very long. 

When she came back to the U.S in 1965, she 
taught literacy for a while in a working-class 
neighborhood in Philadelphia and then enrolled at the 
University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, where she got a 
master's degree in education. 

At this point in her life, Diana felt that the 
key to social change was education. She thought 
that the system would be flexible enough to encourage 
instead of stifling children's creativity, flexible 
enough to see children as human beings rather than 
as raw material to be stamped and molded according 
to the needs of capitalist society. Diana probably 
wouldn't have expressed it that way. She had no use 
for rhetoric and was extremely suspicious of langu- 
age that generalized. Her eloquence was simple and 
direct , and she was much more interested in action 
than words 

In Ann Arbor, she went to work on the staff of 
the Children's Community School, an mtegreated ex- 
perimental school based on the Summerhill model of 
A.S. Neill. It lasted a couple of years, but m the 
-course - o f -t i r e st- n u ^ L e - . t ri - k c ii p. -L h n s c ho ol — gcu n g , 
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Diana learned a lot about the power structure of 
this country, about how the educational system was 
part and parcel of a larger system that in fact 
could not allow its children to be free 

It was about this time that Diana began to 
seek a revolutionary solution to the horrors of 
war and poverty, and a solution, increasingly 
more important as her life neared its end, to 
her own oppression as a woman - 

By the winter of 1968-69 she had become a 
regional organizer for SDS m Michigan, It was 
a clear and logical step in her development, for 
she now understood that all those evils she had 
worked so hard to defeat -- the racism she saw 
everywhere in America, the misery of Chichi- 
castenango, the suffering of the Vietnamese 
people and the dehumanization of our brothers 
and sisters right here in the diseased heart of 
the empire -- all grew out of a system based on 
profit and that could only be changed by the power 
of the people, the armed might of the people, 

Diana had become a revolutionary socialist, 
a communist, and this led inevitably to a greater 
understanding of herself as a woman. 

"I’m learning about independence,” she 
wrote to a friend about a year ago, "it's exciting 
and very difficult.” She had begun the long 
struggle to free herself, intellectually and 
emotionally, from her oppression. 

On the exterior, she cut off her long heavy 
hair and wore the glasses she had neglected to 
wear for so long because men supposedly do not 
like women who wear glasses 

But inside there were deep changes too. She 
was bolder, her arguments were more developed, 
and she was standing up to men and struggling 
with .that fierce yet gentle fervor she applied 
to everything she did. 

In a conversation a few days before her 
death, Diana talked about an international army. 
She understood that a popular army must be based 
on a mass movement, and she recognized the need 
for a lot of hard, practical political work m 
creating such a force. But her sense of 
priorities led her to believe that somebody else 
should be doing that kind of work now, and 


that she had to concentrate on the military aspects 
of the struggle. 

If there is tragedy m her death, it is due 
to the extraordinary beauty of her life. The 
sanctimonious liberals point their fingers at 
the burnt out wreckage on West 11th Street in 
Greenwich Village: ”See where your radical ideas 

get you .. .Death and destruction ... senseless loss 
. . Is that what you want?” 

Diana no longer listened to their hypocrisy. 

She knew that those same liberals were responsible 
for death and destruction on a scale that makes 
a single rubble-strewn lot almost laughably in- 
significant- 

Diana Oughton’s radical ideas were the energy 
of a life that was too brief but rich with humanity. 
They were the source of her vision of a society 
built on love and struggle, and nothing would make 
her angrier than the suggestion that her death 
should discourage others from carrying on the 
struggle . 

”We'll make mistakes,” she said, in that 
same conversation shortly before she died, ”We 
have a lot to learn ” You think of Che who said 
that m revolution one wins or dies, because you 
know Diana understood that and would not have it 
any other way. 

The day after Diana’s body was identified, 
two children with two older friends stopped m 
front of the site on 11th Street and placed two 
bunches of yellow spring flowers and a note m 
front of the open pit that was all that was left 
of the house. The note read: ”To Diana from 

Children’s Community.” A button pinned to the 
note said, "Children are only newer people.” 

And halfway around the world, the North 
Vietnamese army was pushing across the Plain of 
Jars, a situation that a State Department spokes- 
man m Washington considered to be quite serious. 
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DRAFT RHS1STKRS SWAMP SAN FRANCISCO COURTS 
SAN FRANCISCO (LNS) -- As national anti- 
draft groups announced new plans to flood draft 
boards with correspondence and "clog the war 
machine,” the new U S Attorney here confronted 
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an already-existing backlog of draft resistance 
cases of overwhelming proportions. According to 
U.S. Attorney James L. Browning Jr., "At present, 
180 draft cases are being prosecuted in II S 
courts in the Bay Area, 200 await indictment, 
and more than 1,500 await review and investiga- 
tion. 

"Draft cases make up one-third of the total 
criminal caseload in this district," Browning 
said, adding: "The pile-up of draft cases has 

resulted in delays in prosecution of up to two 
years . " 

Three legal challenges to draft laws are 
making Browning's job more difficult. First, the 
U.S- Supreme Court recently ruled that draft 
boards are not authorized by law to speed the in- 
duction of young men who burn their draft cards 
or otherwise violate draft regulations. Charges 
against people who refused induction now have to 
be dropped if their induction was ordered as a 
punishment for violating selective service rules. 

"A large number of such prosecutions have been 
dismissed," Browning says. 

A judge in this district has ruled that a 
draft board is improperly constituted if a majori- 
ty of its members live outside the board’s dis- 
trict. The first two draft defendants have 
already been freed under this ruling, which the 
state has appealed to the U.S Circuit Court. 

And San Francisco attorney Joel Shawn has 
recently brought a suit against the Selective 
Service System which argues that the national 
draft lottery held in December did not result in 
an impartial random selection. 
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SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES BOARD MAY BE REVIVED 
By Rick Fitch 

College Press Service / LIBERATION News Service 

WASHINGTON, D.C. (LNS) -- The Nixon admini- 
stration is taking steps to revive the Subversive 
Activities Control Board (SACB), the Federal 
agency that played a prominent role m govern- 
ment witch-hunts for subversives conducted during 
the McCarthy era. 

The President has asked Congress to approve 
the allocation of $708,000 to the live -man board 

! * 242 ) 


over a two-year period -- fiscal 1970-71 -- and • 
the Justice Department is currently perfecting an 
executive order to give the board new authority 
to classify as subversive any group advocating 
violence as a means to bring about change in the 
U.S. government. 

The SACB was created in 1950 under provisions 
of the Internal Security Act. It is a quasi- 
judicial body whose main function is to hold hearings 
on individuals or groups suspected by the Justice 
Department of engaging in subversive activity. 

If, on the basis of the hearings, the SACB decides 
an individual or group is subversive (that is, 
under the control of a foreign power), this informa- 
tion is included m a list circulated to all Federal 
agencies for use m screening applicants for jobs. 

The SACB has virtually been inoperative m 
the 1960s, due to adverse court decisions holding 
its practices unconstitutional. Last December, the 
U.S. Court of Appeals ruled as unconstitutional a 
law empowering the Justice Department to ask the 
board to classify individuals as members of Commu- 
nist groups. In addition, the SACB was de-emphasi zed 
during most of the Johnson administration. 

The executive order considered by the administra- 
tion will broaden the SACB's scope to include, for 
the first time, organizations of black, brown and 
white militants who do not have the traditional 
associations with the Communist Party (charged with 
being controlled by the Soviet Union). This new 
view has been urged by legislators who say that 
these New Left groups are more of a threat to "US, 

security" than the former targets of the SACB -- 
the Communist Party, the W.E.B. DuBois Clubs, and 
the Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade. 

"It is ironic that at the present time, while 
organizations advocating anarchy and revolution are 

on the increase m this country, the American public 

has no authoritative, up-to-date source which it 

can consult to learn to learn the true nature of 

these groups," said Rep. John Ashbrook (R.-Ohio). 

Opponents of the SACB have opposed it on many 

grounds -- including the right of revolutionaries 

to function in America. In any case, it is absurd 
for taxpayers to pay five men $36,000 each per year 
and ten Civil Service employes $14,500 each per year 
in salaries to maintain a board whose operations are 
of dubious constitutionality 
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LEFT. This photo was taken in northeast 
Laos. It shows an American and a Laotian 
leaving a US Army helicopter. The American, 
who is camera-shy, is carrying a M-i6, 

Credit. Hugo Hili/LNS 


RIGHT: Photo of Diana Oughton, taken some 

time ago. See story on page 32, 

Credit. LNS 


PAGE P-3 


L i BE RA I I ON New - ^e r .iu 


March lb. 1970 


more. . 



■■■ 



0 


Collage "Got to Make it New" 

CREDIT. Sabra Moore, LNS 

NOTE: We <*re trying to diversify the type 

ot graphics used in the packet. We need your 
reactions and comments on this collage to make 
a decision about the continuation of this sort 
o± medium. 
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Retired Postal Worker raps about the strike- 

See story pages 1-5 

Photo by Howie Epstein CREDIT tNS 


Crowd of Postal Workers listen to delegate 
discussing the strike with TV men.. 

See Story p^ge 1.. Photo by Howie Epstein 
CREDIT, LNS 
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LEFT Striking Post Office workers look over union 
leaflets. Photo by Howie Epstein 
CREDIT LNS 

RIGHT- Post Otfice workers on strike argue about 
pros and ^ons ot strike action* Photo by 
Howie Epstein CREDIT LNS 
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